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Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max 
Fry Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when the Northern Group library is available. 
 
A Northern Group business meeting is held each month prior to the General Meeting from 
6.30– 7.15 pm.  All interested members are welcome to join in. 
 
Northern Group Plant Nursery is still open with plants for sale at Verbeetens, 2 Killara Av. 
Lanena (1.5 km south of Exeter. If you wish to buy plants, ring Rosemary first on 6394 4600 
to make arrangements to visit. 
     ------------------- 
Welcome to new members - we look forward to seeing you at our meetings or other events. 
Activities since April 2009 newsletter: 
 
18-19 April – Autumn Plant sale and Open Days were a great success. Rosemary advises 
that 730 pots of plants were sold and that the sales have continued since then.  It is the best 
ever financial result for the group. 
  Rosemary is much curtailed in her activities at present after an operation on her feet. We 
wish her well for a speedy recovery. 
 
21 April – Club Night. Plant of the Month was presented by John Simmons. He chose 
Baeckea imbricata, a plant of the large Myrtaceae family to which eucalypts, teatrees, 
melaleucas and other like species belong. 
  A compact or spindly dwarf shrub to 1 m tall with branches arising near ground level. Tiny, 
almost round leaves, 2-4 mm x 2-3 mm, are crowded and overlapping; solitary, tiny white 
flowers on small stalks arise from base of leaves; it flowers most of the year. It seems to be 
long-lived as our plants are about 10 years old. 
  We collected cuttings from the one bush we found among the coastal rocks near Sloop Rock 
north of St. Helens. They struck well, one of which was the container plant John showed at 
the meeting. 
   We have been back to the location many times but have never seen it again. A fire 
following our first visit may well have wiped it out of that area. This plant is not listed for 
Tasmania but is found from Sydney NSW to Coolum, Qld.  
 
Speaker for the night was Rosemary Verbeeten who gave an illustrated talk on native plant 
gardens visited in Victoria. 
  The first garden was at Sorrento, adjacent to the beach with natural bush between. The 
garden was unusual in the use of local limestone on walls, often besser blocks faced with 
limestone, the use of wide wooden steps, fine grit paths and red gum planks. There was no 
lawn. Melaleuca lanceolata, Correa alba, Pimelea serpyllifolia, Allocasuarina verticillata, 
various other Correas, Lomandra longifolia, Alyxia buxifolia, all familiar coastal plants were 
chosen and used at random. 
  Interesting artefacts were placed at intervals throughout the garden; imaginative bird-baths 
too were a feature. An unusual approach to pruning was the tendency to prune many of the 
shrubs into ball shapes.  She-oak needles were used to kill weeds! A limited range of coastal 
plants (more than listed), seemed to be repeated throughout the garden. Very effective 
though! 



  Next garden belonged to Natalie Peate of Warrenwood, just retired leader of the Daisy Study 
Group. It is a beautifully laid out bushy garden on a large block, featuring boulders of various 
sizes placed strategically among ponds and interesting pathways; a beautiful white-trunked 
eucalypt a feature near the house. 
  Several other gardens were featured, a young garden with great promise and another at 
Croydon belonging to a long-time member. This was a garden with minimum lawn and 
garden beds of low growing, cottage-garden type plants, all well-mulched. The use of terra 
cotta pipes on their ends helped create low walls.  
  At Montrose a superb garden created originally by Gwen and Roger Elliot, now owned by 
the Eucalypt Study Group co-ordinators, Elspeth and Gary Jacobs, was a lovely property of 
about 5 acres with a huge range of many uncommon native plants, highly maintained, leading 
to a natural blackwood plantation. 
 
19 May – Plant of the Month was given by Trevor Yaxley. He chose Sturt's Desert Pea 
(named after the early explorer, Charles Sturt) which is the floral emblem for South Australia. 
The plant was previously known as Clianthus formosus until a reclassification placed it in the 
genus Swainsona. Although the change has been generally accepted, the plant does differ 
significantly from other swainsonas. As a result, Alex George (well known to many for his 
work in the revision of Banksia and Dryandra and for his work on the Flora Of Australia 
project) proposed a name change in the 'Western Australian Naturalist' in 1999. He called the 
plant Willdampia formosa in honour of the explorer William Dampier. While this change is 
historically appropriate (as the species was one of over 20 species originally collected by 
Dampier in Western Australia on 1 September 1699), the proposal does not seem to have 
received broad acceptance. 
  Propagation is best from seed which should be pretreated by scarification (using sheets of 
sandpaper) or by soaking in hot water. Seed is best sown where the plants are to be grown as 
seedlings are reported to be difficult to transplant. Sowing in late winter or early spring would 
be best if frost is a problem.  My plant I have here tonight has not flowered this year – I think 
November and December were too cold for it. I have photos of my beautiful Sturts Desert Pea 
that I grew in the same pot in 2006. 
  The first photo of SDP was taken on the way to Millstream NP in the Pilbara – our coach 
suddenly came to a fast halt and the driver informed us of SDP so all 28 passengers excitedly 
started taking photos and I think we all thought it was the only one we would ever see! Later 
we came across a huge area covered with these brilliant red flowers with all those big black 
eyes looking at us – one of the most amazing and memorable scenes I have ever seen. (Notes 
by Trevor)   
 
Our speaker was Richard Strong, a professional photographer and teacher of photography. 
Richard took us through some basic guidelines for taking good photographs perhaps the most 
important being: don’t just point the camera and take a snap. First look at the light, where it is 
coming from and at the shadows it is casting. Make adjustments in the light if possible e.g. 
placing reflectors (which can be pieces of cardboard) or diffusers (which can be as simple as a 
piece of translucent plastic). 
Take into account depth of field, using a narrower aperture if necessary. 
Look at the light balance and adjust if necessary. 
He briefly took us through the use of the histogram function available on most digital 
cameras. 
Richard demonstrated how lighting could be adjusted to improve the look of a photo. 
Finally he showed how computer software could be used to enhance a photo. 



Overall a thought–provoking evening during which all of us would have picked up some 
useful tips. (Report by Roy Skabo) 
 
23 May Field Trip to Sara Lloyd and Ron Nagorca’s beautiful property at Birralee.  
  After following Roy’s excellent directions to the designated starting point, approximately a 
dozen members and visitors gathered to enjoy the walk with Sarah and Ron through the bush 
to their property where we had lunch. 
  Many different fungi were pointed out to us along the way and those I recorded were species 
of the following: Austropaxillus, Dermocybe, Cortinarius, Mycena, Amanita, Richoniella 
pumila, Crepidotus, Heterotextus miltinus, Lepiota, Hypholoma, Trametes, Calostoma, 
Tricholoma, Russula and Chlorociboria.  Thank goodness I have a copy of Bruce Fuhrer’s 
fungi book to use as a reference as this was my first attempt at recording them.  My sincere 
thanks to Sarah for her patience in naming so many for me. (Notes by Lynne Mockridge) 
 
My thanks to Lynne, Trevor and Roy for supplying the above reports as I was unable to be 
present at the events. 
 
16 June – General Meeting.   Speakers: David Marrison and Chris Lang. of RTBG 

Subject: Tasmanian native plant section of Royal Tasmanian     
                           Botanic Garden. 
21 July – General Meeting.   Speaker: Prof. Rod Seppelt, Principal Research Scientist 

           Australian Antarctic Division. 
           Subject: ‘Sub-Antarctic Flora’    
           Prof. Seppelt will speak on the flora of Macquarie Island – an 
           appropriate topic for a winter meeting. It should be a very 
           interesting talk about something most of us would know very 
           little about. 

 
Progress Report on Heritage Forest Native Garden (notes by Lynne)   
Our last working bee was held on 23 April. Fortunately there was not a lot of weeding to be 
done this time as the previous working bee had a very good attendance of hard working 
members and a lot of mulch was spread and this is inhibiting the weeds well.  Those who 
were not part of the mulch-spreading brigade busied themselves with weeding and mowing so 
the garden was left looking very neat and tidy. Thank you all. 
  I decided we didn’t need a working bee in May but we will need a planting day soon, to fill 
in a few gaps. Rosemary checked the garden recently to advise on what plants we will need, 
so expect notification of a planting day soon. 
. 
Launceston Field Naturalists’ Programme – Plant Society members are invited to attend 
meetings if interested in the subject of the talk at Scotch Oakburn College, Senior School, 
Penquite Road at 7.30 pm. on the following dates: 
. 
      7 July  Speaker: David Blackwood. Subject: ‘Ronald Campbell Gunn’ early  
          Tasmanian Botanist’ 
      3 August  Speaker: James Deghand.    Subject:    Dyeing with Native Plants 
          Marion Simmons 
       
 


