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Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at 
Max Fry Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when the Northern Group library is 
available. 
 
A Northern Group business meeting is held each month prior to the General 
Meeting from 6.30– 7.15 pm.  All interested members are welcome to join in. 
 
Plant Propagation Days are held on first Saturday of each month unless advised 
otherwise, from 10-12 at Verbeetens, 2 Killara Av. Lanena (1.5 km south of Exeter).  
Northern Group Plant Nursery is open most times, ring Rosemary first, early in the 
morning or after 6 pm on 6394 4600 to check that she will be home.  
 
Plant Nursery -We are sad to report that Rosemary has announced the imminent 
closure of the Northern Group nursery at her property. The group really appreciates 
the time and effort that Rosemary has given so readily in supplying the venue and 
looking after the plants for so long. 
  At the same time we have to report that Patrick Gleeson has announced that he is 
unable to continue making the Potting Mix that has been available to members.  Our 
thanks go to Patrick for the effort he has put into this activity over the years. 
Suggested alternatives are needed. 
 
So the hunt for suggestions and new ideas on how we continue with the nursery 
and/or the plant propagation side of group activities are being sought.  
  
Welcome to new members - we look forward to seeing you at our meetings or 
activities. 
 
Activities since February 2009 newsletter: 
 
17 February – Annual General Meeting. The meeting and election of office bearers 
were held with results much the same as previously. 
   The feature talk was given by Sharon Percy who gave an illustrated talk on a trip 
she had taken to Hamilton Island, one of the many Whitsunday Islands. She told us 
that Airlie Beach is the service centre and that access to the island is by plane or on a 
ferry from Shute Harbour. 
  Sharon showed us different shots of the resort, the beautiful vegetation, the bays and 
coastline and the hilly terrain of the island. A variety of palm trees and eucalypts line 
the shore or streets and colourful rainbow lorikeets are common. 
  Much of the island is a National Park and maintained tracks allow walking through 
the vegetation. Grass trees, casuarinas and melaleucas are prominent and beautiful 
white sand beaches line bays of clear aqua water. The views from various points are 
breathtaking. 
  We saw photos of the massive seed pods of the matchbox bean (Entada 
phaseoloides), fruit of the cluster fig tree (Ficus racemosa) and the fig parrot, of 
native teak, (Flindersia australis) and the Bunya Pine (Araucaria bidwilllii); as well 



as the nest of a sea eagle nest perched on top of a hoop pine (Araucaria 
cunninghamii). 
  It was interesting to learn that the island has its own private nursery and that the 
inhabitants maintain all the landscaping and gardens around the island. A special 
event was seeing humpback whales blowing near the shore. A most enjoyable 
presentation. 
 
Grow Local Booklet:  Rosemary Verbeeten and Sally Staubmann are at present 
working on developing a ‘Grow Local’ booklet for the Northern Region. Progress is 
good but now the matter of how to finance the project is being faced. Cutbacks in all 
areas will be an issue but the two members are investigating all avenues. 
 
17 March at 6.30 pm the first business meeting was held prior to the General 
Meeting. This was considered to be a worthwhile solution to avoid scheduling another 
night for business discussion. 
 
17 March – General Meeting:  
Plant of the Month - Margaret Killen chose Baeckea linifolia as her feature plant. 
She told us that Baeckea is named for a German physician, Dr. Abraham Baeck and 
that ‘linifolia’ means leaves like flax or linen. The broad concept of the species was 
established by George Bentham in 1867. 
  There are many different Baeckea species. The feature plant, B. linifolia, has a 
beautiful weeping habit and grows 1½m x 2 m. It looks rather like a Leptospermum 
(teatree) with similar tiny flowers with 5 white petals and flowers mainly in summer, 
although flowers can be seen most of the time. Bees love it!  Its natural distribution is 
in coastal regions of Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. 
  It is hardy in well drained soils and is reasonably frost tolerant. When grown in 
shade, branches tend to be more sparse than when grown in full sun. It tolerates dry 
conditions when established and may be grown from cuttings that strike easily. 
 
  Our speaker for the evening was Dr. Alice Palmer, who first studied Plant 
Pathology at the University and then completed her PhD in the Department of 
Agricultural Science at the University of Tasmania. She is now a director and senior 
scientist of Microbial Activity Pty. Ltd. a company researching and developing 
alternatives to synthetic fertilisers and fungicides in Tasmania. Dr. Palmer spoke of 
the results of her research into the use of a liquid compost extract as a foliar spray to 
control crop disease and renew soil health. 
  She spoke of the different outcomes of using synthetic chemicals, of plants 
becoming resistant to them, the diminishing health of the crops and the residues 
occurring in food and wine that affected both human and animal health. 
  We were informed that use of the compost made specifically to locally checked 
conditions, brings life and health back to the soils, increasing crop yields and quality.  
Trials have been held on different crops at a variety of sites, the results and 
differences in growth of several trials were illustrated with photographs. 
  Future uses were discussed and the process of making the compost was described 
and illustrated. It was a very informative talk and much appreciated with many 
questions being asked. Margaret Killen gave a vote of thanks to the speaker. 
 
  At the following General Meeting a new Vice President was elected. We welcome 
Ken Saunders to the position. 



 
28 March – The State Council Annual General Meeting was held at ‘Nindethana’, 
West Tamar. No doubt reports of the election results will be published in ‘Eucryphia’. 
 
On the same day Northern Group held a very successful and popular plant stall at the 
Exeter Church Fair. It was ‘manned’ by Sharon Percy, Margaret James and Trevor 
Yaxley. Our thanks to the team. 
 
18-19 April – Autumn Plant Sale and Open Days at Verbeetens, 7 Killara Avenue 
at Lanena from 10 am to 4 pm. This event is most important as it represents the main 
source of funding for running the Northern Group. Plants are very reasonably priced 
with a fantastic variety available. Teas and coffee will be available. Tell all your 
friends and family about it! 
  A roster is being arranged to look after sales over the two days. Please contact 
Rosemary on 6394 4600 and let her know when you can attend to help make the event 
a success. Assistance with setting it up beforehand would be appreciated too. 
 
21 April - A short business meeting will be held at 6.30 pm to discuss events such as 
the above.  All interested members are invited to attend and put their suggestions 
forward. 
 
21 April General Meeting - a Club night. Plant of the month will be given by John 
Simmons.  Rosemary Verbeeten will give a talk on ‘Kartalla’ and other native plant 
gardens of Victoria. 
 
Heritage Forest Native Garden: 
Working Bees are held each month on the Thursday following the meeting from 10 
am till noon. This month’s will be on 23rd. Anyone with time to spare is welcome and 
your help will be much appreciated. 
 
19 May – A Club night – Subject: Photography 
 
24 May – Sunday. A Fungus and Fern Foray to Mole Creek area or Birralee is 
being planned. More details later. 
 
Launceston Field Naturalists’ Programme – Plant Society members are welcome 
and invited to attend meetings if interested in the subject of the talk at Scotch 
Oakburn College, Senior School, Penquite Road at 7.30 pm. on the following dates: 
    5 May – Tuesday – The Skemp Memorial Lecture. Speaker Dr. Lisa Gershwin of  
                  QVMAG who will speak on local  ‘Jellyfish’ 
    2 June – Tuesday – Ross Smith from QVMAG will give a talk on Lt. Governor  
                  Paterson – an early Tasmanian naturalist. 

Marion Simmons  


