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Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max Fry 
Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when access to the Northern Group library is available. 
Plant Propagation Days are held on first Saturday of each month unless advised otherwise, from 
10 – 12 at Verbeetens, 2 Killara Av. Lanena (1.5 km south of Exeter).  
Northern Group Plant Nursery is open most times, ring Rosemary first, early in the morning or 
after 6 pm on 6394 4600 to check that she will be home. Both seed and potting mixes are available 
to members for $4 a bag and slow release pellets for native plants for $3 a container.   
Welcome to new members - we look forward to seeing you at our meetings or activities. 
Activities since February 2008 newsletter: 
 
19 February – The Annual General Meeting was held with a few changes to office bearers. Our 
President is Rosemary Verbeeten, Secretary Lynne Mockridge and Treasurer Margaret Killen.This 
meeting was followed by a General Meeting. There was no flower of the month. 
 
  Maureen Johnstone gave us an illustrated talk on her recent trip to China. She began with her 
visit to the Yunnan area in south-west China near the Tibet-Burma border. With a small group and a 
guide they visited many villages and towns where they found villagers were self-sufficient, owning 
their own animals and growing their own crops using very primitive agricultural implements.  
  The group travelled north visiting many villages and towns, some of them re-constructed in their 
old style and where minority groups are encouraged by Government to keep their traditional ways. 
In some villages people wore their traditional costume for every day work life.  
  They drove on steep narrow roads high into the hills until in the vicinity of the source of the 
Mekong and Yangtse Rivers and saw many pine forests on the way. We were shown a number of 
photographs of local colourful flowers often seen growing in damp areas.  
  A visit to a stone forest cast from limestone about 200 million years old was a feature. It has only 
been open to the public for 4-5 years. This area is considered to be one of the top five areas of the 
world for biodiversity of plants and animals. 
  An altogether very interesting snapshot of what must have been a fascinating glimpse of this vast 
country.  
 
Heritage Forest Report by Lynne – 28 March 
 I visited the garden on Friday and am happy to report that the beds are practically weed free due to 
the sterling efforts of five members who attended a weeding session on February 16th.  Prior to that 
Bob and I had spent about six hours during January weeding as well. 
   The good news is that the LCC has found a young man to work in the garden for three hours a 
week. The young man (Ben) will be accompanied by a carer with horticultural experience and the 
Heritage Forest Gardener for 3 hours a week on Wednesday mornings (9am – 12pm).  
 Ben’s tasks under the guidance of his carer and the Heritage Forest Gardener will be to get   the 
native plant gardens into shape. This will include mulching garden beds, some weeding and 
mowing of the lawns. If we would like any other tasks done in the area such as planting etc. then 
we can get Ben involved in those as well. If all goes to plan it may turn into a long term thing and 
solve some of the past maintenance issues in the area. I am planning to visit the garden and meet 
the people involved on April 16th. 

    I would like to thank Roy Skabo and Maureen Johnstone for responding to my request for photos 
of the progress of the garden.  I would appreciate more if members have any, especially those taken 
during the early stages so we have a good record of the progress of the garden and who has been 
involved. 
 



  A planting session is planned for May 24 from 10.00 to 12.00.  I encourage members to be part 
of this, as it will mark three years since the first plantings took place.  Come and see how it has 
grown!!   Lynne M. 
 
18 March – A General Meeting was held. Flower of the Month - Maureen stepped into the 
breach when Rosemary Whish-Wilson was unable to attend. She spoke on several plants she had 
seen on a recent trip to Liawenee as well as show us photographs taken at the time. 
  The first was an interesting plant at Pine Lake. It was a most unusual form of celery-top pine that 
had grown into a bush-like shape, rather like a Christmas tree, adorned with distinctive red and 
white fruits that are usually not seen as they normally occur high in the tree tops. The red of the 
berries appears to attract the birds, they eat the white flesh and in the process eat the tiny seed in 
each that are then scattered to other sites. 
  The other feature Maureen commented on was the formation of sand dunes that occur around one 
side of Lake Augusta, an occurrence considered rare in the world. 
 
Our speaker Hans Wapstra from Hobart was introduced by Roy. He is well known in Tasmanian 
botanical circles and has been involved in the writing and photography of several books on 
Tasmanian flora, including ‘The Orchids of Tasmania’ and lately both he and Annie with the 
editing of the Launceston Field Naturalists Club book, ‘Guide to the Flowers and Plants of 
Tasmania’. Hans’ special interest and expertise is in orchids and his talk was titled ‘The Love Life 
of Orchids’, a fascinating and complex subject.  
  Hans explained how an orchid flower differs in construction from that of a lily, that each has three 
petals and three sepals. However in orchids, as well as other differences in construction, one petal 
has been modified into a lip or labellum, often enhanced by the presence of glands, as part of a 
means to attract pollinators. He showed an illustrated page of the unusual Elbow Orchid 
(Arthrochilus huntianus), in Tasmania found only on Flinders Island, as a good example of extreme 
adaptation of an orchid that has evolved to attract a specific pollinator. In this case a male wasp 
attracted by a pheromone given off by the flower, that tricks it into believing it is a female wasp and 
so the male tries to mate with the flower in the process becoming covered with pollen that it takes 
and deposits on the next flower it visits.   
  In Tasmania some orchids like the flying duck orchids, some bird orchids and a few greenhoods 
have developed a mechanism that allows the ‘lid’ to flip over when the insect lands and traps it so 
that in its effort to escape it is covered in pollen ready to take to subsequent flowers it visits. Some 
of these orchids have glands that emit a scent that attract its own specific pollinator, whether it is 
native bee, native wasp or other insect. In most cases the insect get little or no reward in return for 
its services. 
  The wide range of techniques employed by the orchids to ensure successful pollination ranged 
from the rather bizarre associations with insects mentioned above to that of self-pollination. Other 
orchids attract their pollinators by mimicry – for instance some of the sun orchids use their colour to 
attract native bees; others like some wallflower orchids mimic the colour of pea flowers, one of the 
potato orchids produces a pseudo-pollen. Others produce a sweet honey-like substance, some a 
perfume, others nectar - all with the same object in view. These pollinators vary and range from tiny 
insects, gnats, beetles, native bees to small or large native wasps.  Some orchids are able to self-
pollinate if conditions and their pollinators are not present. 
  Orchids are a truly remarkable group of plants, more cleverly modified than any other plant to 
effect successful pollination. 
 
5 & 6 April – Open Garden and Plant Sale held at Verbeetens. A full report next newsletter. 
 
 
 



 
PROGRAMME: 15 April - The guest speaker will be Dr. Margaret Davies, one of Australia’s 
best-known frog experts. A Tasmanian who worked for 28 years at the University of Adelaide, Dr 
Davies has now retired and lives in Hobart. She spent 28 years researching Australia’s frog fauna 
and has discovered 34 new species of frogs including one species from Tasmania, and has had a 
species from NSW (Litoria daviesae) named in her honour. This is going to be a fascinating and 
entertaining talk with amazing photos of these rather secretive (visually rather than audibly) 
animals. 
20 May: The May meeting will be a club night with at least two members speaking and showing 
fantastic pictures from recent trips; 
Jill Clark will talk about Fraser Island and Margaret Killen about the fascinating Patagonian region 
of South America. 
Other people are welcome to offer contributions to the meeting. Please contact Trevor Yaxley if you 
would like to do so. Trevor will coordinate the presentations and make sure that the technology 
works. i.e. the photos are compatible with our computer/projector combination, so he will need your 
photos on CD a couple of weeks before the meeting please. 
24 May - Saturday – Put this date in your diary! A planting session at Heritage Forest from 10-12 
noon. For more details contact Lynne. 
 
17 June: This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to do a course in identifying our Tasmanian native 
plants all in one night. Greg Jordan, senior lecturer in Botany at the University of Tasmania, will 
bring copies of his wonderful Key to the Dicots of Tasmania on CD and we will learn how to use it 
in a very hands-on session.  
  People are asked to bring plants (in flower) along so we can use the Key to identify them. (It does 
not matter if you know what they are, of course.) We will need one laptop computer (with CD 
drive) per three people but Greg will bring along a few computers and we have access to two or 
three, so no problem. However, if you would like to bring your own along, fine. Hand lenses will 
also be needed, so bring one if you can. 
 
Northern Group Nursery – After ten years of supervising and looking after the group nursery 
Rosemary has notified us that she wishes to cease this job at the end of the year. This means that if 
this service to the Society is to continue another site is needed to house the plants with someone 
willing and able to see to watering and general supervision. Is there anyone out there who is able to 
fill this role? Please notify Lynne on 6344 5611 or e-mail her at lynnem@timeclocks.com.au   
 
Launceston Field Naturalists Club - You are invited to attend any meeting of LFNC that you are 
interested in, as subjects often cover both flora and fauna fields. Meetings are held at Briggs House, 
Scotch Oakburn College, Penquite Road, Launceston at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of each month 
except January. 
Programme:  6 May: Skemp Memorial Lecture: The speaker is Gintaras Kantvilas, Head of the 
Tasmanian Herbarium, his subject ‘Lichens’. There is a bus excursion to the Herbarium in Hobart 
on Saturday, May 10. There are some seats still available at $25.00 return per person. If you are 
interested in going contact Al Pegler on 6344 1076 asap. 
3 June: Speaker is Patrick Filmer-Sankey, Director of Launceston’s Queen Victoria Museum & Art 
Gallery, his subject ‘New Developments at the Museum”. A visit to Museum is scheduled for 
Saturday 7th. 
 
Next newsletter is scheduled for June.      Marion Simmons 
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