
AUSTRALIAN PLANT SOCIETY – NORTHERN GROUP 
NEWSLETTER - AUGUST 2008 

 
Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max 
Fry Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when the Northern Group library is available. 
Plant Propagation Days are held on first Saturday of each month unless advised otherwise, 
from 10-12 at Verbeetens, 2 Killara Av. Lanena (1.5 km south of Exeter).  
Northern Group Plant Nursery is open most times, ring Rosemary first, early in the 
morning or after 6 pm on 6394 4600 to check that she will be home. Both seed and potting 
mixes are available to members for $4 a bag and slow release pellets for native plants for $3 a 
container.   
Welcome to new members - we look forward to seeing you at our meetings or activities. 
 
Activities since June 2008 newsletter: 
 
24 June Meeting: Plant of the Month was given by Maureen Johnstone and she supplied 
these notes: ‘Banksia spinulosa (Hairpin Banksia) was chosen. It occurs naturally in Victoria, 
NSW and Queensland, is widespread and occurs mainly in open, often sandy forest. 
  Specimens chosen were from our garden where they grow on a mature shrub about 3m high. 
Leaves are narrow, linear, up to 10 cm long, whitish below, notched at the end with a 
prominent point and several small teeth, sometimes with a serrated margin.  
 Flowers are small, tubular, bronze or honey coloured, with black or sometimes honey 
coloured or dark red, characteristically sharply bent wing styles (hairpins). The flowers are 
arranged in cylindrical spikes 5-20 cm long and 4-8 cm in diameter. Fruits are narrow cones, 
varied in shape, retaining the seeds. Flowering is in summer, autumn and winter. Our shrub is 
popular with the large honeyeaters, mainly noisy miners and the little wattlebird and 
occasionally the yellow wattlebird’. Thank you Maureen. 
 
Our speaker for the evening was Dr Greg Jordan of the School of Plant Sciences at the 
University of Tasmania in Hobart. Greg's research field is the fossil record especially the 
sclerophyll groups and the diversity and evolution of these groups especially Proteaceae and 
Epacridaceae.  
He has developed an excellent key to the Tasmanian dicot plants (including the introduced 
naturalised species) and his workshop on the use of his key was a great success judging by 
people’s reactions.  
The key is available on the Internet and can be accessed through a link on our website. So, if 
you have a Tasmanian native plant or a weed you need to ID go to the link and give the key a 
try. Greg brought along copies of the key on CD and the 20 members who attended the 
meeting spent a very enjoyable couple of hours using the key to identify both weeds and 
native plants. We all found it very user friendly; it has photos of all species and helpful 
information links to explain any technical terms. Club members who attended the meeting 
received a free copy of the CD and other members can get one at the next meeting.  Thanks 
Roy for the notes. 
 
Propagation Days were held on 5 July and 2nd August with the usual tasks of taking 
cuttings, potting on etc. being undertaken, as well as an interesting walk around the garden 
with Rosemary after we had finished work. 
. 
15 July meeting was a Club Night with our State President, Dick Burns, present. He spoke  
urging members to consider taking State Office roles next year.   
 



Plant of the Month was given by Trevor Yaxley who chose Correa, a small genus of 11 
species, endemic to Australia; a versatile group of mostly prostrate to 2 m tall shrubs with a 
similar spread, occasionally a small tree. They tolerate sun or shade, are long flowering with 
some small forms making good container plants. The foliage is mostly dense with opposite 
leaves, varying in size and shape, shiny or dark green on top, glabrous, white or rusty hairs 
under, some with oil dots and some aromatic.  
C. reflexa and varieties will accept hard pruning best done after flowering. Generally frost 
tolerant, flowering in winter months. Raised beds with gypsum added is advised if soil is not 
well drained, as roots will rot if too wet. All pictures shown were lovely and taken from 
Trevor’s garden. It was obvious that Correa is a favourite plant. 
 
‘Plants, People and Places”- Roy Skabo took us pictorially to North Pakistan and Turkey, 
countries he and Louise visited recently. On the way several days were spent at Dubai where 
they drove into the desert where vegetation seemed to consist of mainly sedge plants. Next 
stop Islamabad, roadside native plants including Indian hemp, surprisingly Dodonaea viscosa 
and a lemon flowered Hibiscus were photographed. 
Then a visit to Gilgit, town at the foot of mountains that seemed to have no vegetation only 
snow and glaciers. Poplars were the native trees of the valley, their timber used for many 
purposes, including building, making baskets etc. and their tips for animal fodder. Native 
plants were few as there were goats everywhere. Photos included white flowered daisy-like 
plants, white violets, native strawberries and native prunus. 
Then on to Turkey via Dubai, where, after 5 days in Istanbul, a memorable 10day holiday on 
a yacht with friends sailing to various islands completed a wonderful holiday. 
 
Heritage Forest Garden:  Lynne Mockridge spoke on Northern Group’s activities at the 
garden. She circulated a plant list and an album of plants growing there. She gave us a brief 
history of the garden since its first planting in May 2005 when over 400 Tasmanian native 
plants were planted. This garden has been planned as a purely Tasmanian plant garden to 
illustrate how our local plants can be utilised in any garden. 
  Launceston City Council provided the site, fenced and mulched, Habitat and Northern 
Group’s nursery provided the plants. We have had help from Greening Australia and 
Conservation Volunteers. Lynne has been liaising with Martin Spillane of the Council and 
checking the garden regularly and weeding with the help of Sharon Percy. We have had 
several working bees to weed and replace plants that had succumbed to various misfortunes.  
  On 16 July another working bee was held and 8 members attacked the weeds making quite 
an impression on them and adding more mulch to the beds. The majority of the plants are 
doing well and should provide a good flowering in spring. 
 
19 August meeting: Our speakers will be Phil Collier and Robin Garnett who were leading 
members of the Hobart group until a few years ago and have, after a stint on the mainland, 
bought the Rubicon Sanctuary near Port Sorell. The topic of their talk will be "Rubicon 
Sanctuary: Managing threatened species on a remnant bush block."  It should be a very 
interesting meeting, then, aren't they all? Phil and Robin are doing some interesting research 
on some of the rare orchids that occur there. They have invited our group to visit on 7 
December. More details next newsletter. 
 
16 September meeting: - The speaker will be Elizabeth Daley, author of the excellent book 
"Wings: an introduction to Tasmania's winged insects". Elizabeth will talk on the subject of 
Plant- Insect Interactions. She has invited our group to visit her private nature reserve on the 
east coast on the weekend of September 20th and 21st. This visit to be combined with 
Hobart group to visit two properties she owns in Swansea area. Camping will be possible on 
the property and accommodation is also available at e.g.Gumleaves nearby. The latter offers 



accommodation at various levels, details of which are available on the website at 
www.gumleaves.com.au
 
4 October – Saturday - Threatened Species Workshop: A free all-day workshop will be 
held at Devonport and will focus on field-based skills such as plant identification, using a 
GPS, recording plant population information and identifying threats and management issues. 
 Morning and afternoon tea will be provided. Louise and Roy are planning to attend, if you 
are interested in going contact Roy for further details. To register your interest, contact Jenny 
Calder or E-mail:  threatenedplantactiongroup@gmail.com  
 
11 or 12 October: We are planning a plant sale for either Saturday or Sunday.  Venue and 
details to be finalised as soon as possible. 
 
17-19 October - Wildflower Spectacular at City Hall Hobart. – a reminder. 
 
21 October meeting will be a club night and Roy would appreciate it if members could let 
him know if they would like to contribute to the meeting e.g. with a short talk on a recent trip, 
some plant they are interested in etc. Please let Roy know so he can arrange a program for 
the evening. Plenty of time will be left free for socialising and supper, as usual. 
 
On Saturday 25 October we will be visiting Habitat Nursery along with members of the NW 
group. We will meet at the Nursery, Jones Rd, Liffey and have a guided tour of the 
propagation areas and other parts of this lovely nursery. We will then eat our cut lunches at 
the nursery before moving a few kilometres to the Bush Heritage Block at the lower Liffey 
Falls for a bit of botanical exploration. 
 
 9 November – Sunday: We have been invited to visit member Margaret James' bush block 
at Yorktown. Margaret has done a lot of work on this block and has promised us a really 
worthwhile flora display. Meet at the property at 10am (car pooling would be a good idea). 
We have been invited to stay for a byo bbq or cut lunch with hot water supplied (for drinks).  
To get there: Take West Tamar Highway, take Greens Beach Rd.  to Yorktown historic 
marker, turn left onto Bowens Rd and proceed along that for about 500m. Look for the sign 
(which she will erect for the day) to her property on the right hand side of the road. Sounds 
like a good day. 
  
21-23 November: State get-together will be held on Bruny Island. Lynne Mockridge has 
already circulated details of available accommodation in and around Adventure Bay. 
 
12 December: Christmas Break-up at Max Fry Hall. There is a very good reason for early 
notification of this function. This year Northern Group is to stage a members’ photo 
competition, under the title of ‘Plants, People and Places’ and we would like as many entries 
as possible from members. There is plenty of scope for all our photographers. 
 
The format is: each attendee may enter one photo in each of three categories which are 
    ‘Plants People and Places’, i.e. a maximum of three photos for each attendee.  
     Each entry will need to be printed on A4 photo paper and brought along to the party by the 
     photographer. All photos entered will be exhibited on the night and voting by attendees 
     will decide the winners. There will be a small prize for the winner of each category. 
 
For further information regarding any parts of the programme ring Roy on 6334 6787. 
 

http://www.gumleaves.com.au/
mailto:threatenedplantactiongroup@gmail.com


Correa Crawl – ‘ I spent the long weekend in June with other members of the Correa Study Group 
in the Lakes Entrance area of Victoria. The first day we spent in the Colquhoun Forest and Mt 
Elizabeth area where we saw lovely examples of Correa reflexa both red and green and C. 
lawrenciana. The forest in this area was just beautiful, a lot like Tassie really, with wet forest species  
and swirling mist but at one stage a bellbird putting on a real concert made me realize I wasn’t as close 
to home as I thought.  After a scrumptious dinner of fresh fish that evening we were given a Cultivar 
Presentation and a display of Correa pulchella by Maria Hitchcock.    

The next morning we drove to Marlo via Orbost and on to the Cape Conran area with several stops 
along the way to view coastal scrub to find C .reflexa.  Enjoyed a walk back along the shore with the 
added bonus of seeing whales pluming off the beach!!  On our return to Lakes Entrance we called into 
the Cabbage Palm Reserve which I found fascinating. These palms look so strange in amongst the 
eucalypts. That evening we were treated to a cuttings swap (even though I couldn’t take any I found it 
very interesting) and afterwards we were given a digital presentation of a CD being developed by 
Barbara and David Pye for use by groups to promote correas and educate others about them. 

The final morning we were in for a real treat as we visited the garden of Jan and Graeme Donnan at 
Eagle Point.This really is a wonderful garden and the meticulous recording and labelling of each plant 
added to the wonderful design and work that has been done to overcome drainage problems is mind 
blowing. If you are ever in this lovely part of Victoria it is well worth a visit.’     Lynne Mockridge 

Our next newsletter will be in November. 
 


	Heritage Forest Garden:  Lynne Mockridge spoke on Northern Group’s activities at the garden. She circulated a plant list and an album of plants growing there. She gave us a brief history of the garden since its first planting in May 2005 when over 400 Tasmanian native plants were planted. This garden has been planned as a purely Tasmanian plant garden to illustrate how our local plants can be utilised in any garden. 

