
AUSTRALIAN PLANT SOCIETY – NORTHERN GROUP
NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER  2009

Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max Fry 
Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when the Northern Group library is available.
If necessary a Group business meeting is held each month prior to the General Meeting from 
6.30–7.15 pm.  All interested members are welcome to join in.

Welcome to new members: We look forward to seeing you at our meetings or other events.

Activities since August newsletter:

August meeting:  Plant of the Month:  Louise Skabo chose Hakea decurrens subsp.  
physocarpa – bushy needlebush – a member of the large Protea family. It is a prickly leafed much-
branched shrub to 3-4 m tall. Leaves are cylindrical to 90 mm long ending in a long pungent point; 
flowers are white or pink 2-6 clustered together in the axils in late spring. Fruit is a brown woody 
capsule. In Tasmania it occurs in coastal heaths at Rocky Cape in north-west and Flinders Island; 
also in Victoria and New South Wales.

Our speaker for August meeting was James Wood, manager of Tasmanian Seed 
Conservation Centre at RTBG.  Tasmania’s Seed Safe project is part of the international 
Millennium Seed Bank (MSB) project which has the aim of collecting seed from 24000 species, 
principally from drylands, by 2010. The MSB is an insurance policy against the possibility of 
species dying out in their natural habitats, which can happen as a result of e.g. climate change, 
disease and competition from weeds. Seeds will be stored at the MSB at Kew, near London.

Seeds are dried to an optimum level and then refrigerated at -20 degrees C, under which conditions 
they may remain viable for decades or even centuries. The priorities are threatened species, 
endemic species and species of economic significance. 

Tasmania has a contractual target to provide 800 native species not already held by Kew. For each 
species the aim is to collect 10000 seeds from at least 50 individual plants, thus providing a good 
genetic diversity. Site data and three herbarium specimens are collected for each collection site. 
James described the collection techniques such as vacuum cleaners and shaking seeds onto a sheet. 
Care must be taken to collect at the optimum time, known as “point of dispersal”, to ensure 
maximum longevity of the seed.

Experiments are underway at the RTBG to determine the best germination conditions for all 
species, some of which are very difficult to germinate, including the family Epacridaceae. All 
seeds are tested for viability every ten years, a huge task. James gave us some fascinating insights 
into seed dormancy and the need to understand this phenomenon so that germination can be 
induced.

He also invited members of the APST to provide help with seed collection; anyone interested can 
make contact with Seed Safe through Roy Skabo. Species which we could help with include 
Arthropodium strictum (chocolate lily) and Brunonia australis (blue pincushion) both of which are 
widespread in the Launceston area.

A website which would be of interest to propagators is the germination database at 
www.rtbg.tas.gov.au/tasgerm, which contains all the data from the germination work being done 
by James and his team.

http://www.rtbg.tas.gov.au/tasgerm


We were sorry that Micah Visiou, seed collection officer for the MSB project in Tasmania, was 
unable to come to the meeting due to illness. However, James was able to describe Micah’s work 
to us as part of his fascinating talk. 

15 September – Club Night - John Duggin gave an excellent Plant of the Month presentation. 
John's teaching skills come through with each of his talks and this month he had us guessing again; 
he fed us clues one by one until we had worked out that he was talking about Triglochin procerum 
(greater water ribbons). Naturally he had a sample of this plant and it was from one of the dams 
that he and Jane have constructed on their property. The talk was much more than a plant of the 
month; we also learned a lot about the process of dam/pond building.

The POM was followed by a session of plant identification using the very useful Dicot Key 
produced by Greg Jordan at the University of Tasmania. People seemed to find this an interesting 
and useful activity.
The evening was rounded off with an excellent supper supplied by Jane Baldry.

17-18 October – Open Garden Weekend and Plant Sale at Judy and Ross Flint’s property 
31Craythorne Road at Rosevears will be open from 10-4 pm each day and includes the sale of 
Northern Group plants. Cost of entry for those not working there is a fee of $6.00 per person  

Australian natives first caught Judy and Ross’ attention and captivated them about 14 years ago. 
Since then they have been collecting, propagating and landscaping firstly at a seaside block and 
now at Rosevears. The 10 acre property at Craythorne Road was purchased 6 years ago. The little 
creek crossing the property from south to north was obscured along some of its length by 
hawthorn, onion weed and blackberry. Weed eradication has been made across the entire property, 
with trailer loads of onion weed being removed. 

Judy and Ross are focused on re-vegetation, providing and improving habitat for wildlife, but 
restricted by time and money! Gravel paths were created to meander along the length of the creek 
crossing it by several footbridges so that it has become a garden to experience with numerous 
native flowers to discover and enjoy practically all year. Their vision is to see this become a wider 
reserve as natives planted begin to grow and fill out.

The property stretches from Craythorne Road to Exeter Highway where eucalypts and ferns offer 
homes to local birds. There is much work to be done to restore the understorey. From new area 
gardens plants have encroached into ‘sheep paddocks’, terraces have been constructed and 
vineyard removed, making places for propagated plants. Some of those flowering at present 
include Grevillea especially G. curvifolia, Olearia, Leptospermum, especially L.‘pink cascade’, 
morning flag iris, Libertia, Hypocalymma angustifolium, Hakea oleifolia etc

Frog ponds are in the process of being rebuilt as in summer Judy and Ross enjoy showing visitors 
the basking green and golden bell frogs.
 
The predominant reason for opening in the Garden Scheme, apart from raising funds for charity, is 
to present and introduce Australian native plants as the Native Plant Society (then SGAP) did for 
them at their exhibition at Reece High in Devonport many years ago. The event caused them to 
stop, admire and to discover their beauty. This whole project is increasingly leading them to see 
the native plants role and importance to the environment and wildlife. It grieves them to see so 
many exotic weeds as they take their roadside and riverside walks or countryside drives.

NORTHERN GROUPS PLANT SALE: At Judy and Ross’ invitation Northern Group will be 
holding a sale of plants that members have propagated.  A wide variety is available at very 
reasonable cost. So make the most of this opportunity. A number of members have volunteered 



their time to be present to sell our plants and help the Flints. If you would like to help on Sunday 
please contact Sharon Percy on phone 6396 6107 or email: se.percy@bigpond.com 

Plants not sold at the open days will be taken home to be cared for by members who have offered 
already or others willing to do so. This will be discussed further at the meeting.   

20 October – General Meeting Dr Marco Duretto will talk to us about the new "Flora of 
Tasmania online" which he and others at the Tasmanian Herbarium are progressively placing on 
the internet. This Flora is the replacement for the Student's Flora of Tasmania published decades 
ago and now very much out of date. Anyone who is serious about identifying native and 
naturalised plants in Tasmania will want to become familiar with this excellent tool.

Heritage Forest Update: Lynne, Louise, and Roy had a meeting (in the pouring rain) with three 
members of Launceston Council staff on 17 September when concerns and possible solutions to 
problems in the Northern Group garden section were discussed. Since then Lynne has drafted an 
action plan for the coming six months.

One outcome of the meeting is that Lynne has received a Heritage Forest Management Plan (36 
pages), a Master Plan (56 pages) and a detailed map of the whole Heritage Forest area. There are 
very few references to the area where Northern Group is involved. Lynne found the history 
interesting and some of what is planned for the future quite inspiring. If anyone would like to read 
the documents contact Lynne at: lynnem@timeclocks.com.au and she will forward the email 
attachments to them. 

22 October (Thursday) – Working Bee will be held at Heritage Forest from 10am to 12 noon 
which Lynne hopes will be well attended to make up for time lost last month due to rain.

October Outing to Bluff River Gorge 23-25 October

A group of about 20 people from Plant Society Northern Group and Launceston Field Nats. will be 
attending the weekend at Orford where most will stay on the Friday and Saturday nights at Orford 
Sea Breeze Holiday Park. Roy has booked 3 two-person cottages at the Sea Breeze units on corner 
of Rudd St (hope this won't be a problem for Liberal voters) and Walpole St, plus two houses 
which will take the rest of us (some people have their own accommodation booked).

Roy suggests everyone goes straight to the Sea Breeze units where the owner Pat Burnell will let 
you choose where you want to stay – first come first served I guess.
It's about 1km from the units to the motel so we can either walk or drive.
 
Those who arrive about noon on Friday 23rd if they wish can join Louise and Roy for a walk 
planned for the afternoon in a local bush area.  Friday night will be self-catering. You may like to 
join with someone in a combined catering arrangement and/or to share accommodation. Just let 
Roy know about the latter and he can probably arrange it.

Saturday 24th - You will need to arrange lunch for today (either byo or buy in Orford). We will 
meet at the cabin park about 9 am (or you can join us at Buckland at say 9.30 am) and head off for 
a 20km car drive to the beginning of the walk to beautiful Bluff River Gorge. This is a strenuous 
and fairly long walk with some steep sections and would take 6 hours or more. Wildflowers and 
scenery are fantastic.

Those who feel they are not up to the whole walk could do a shorter version, coming part of the 
way and returning. They will still see some good scenery and a lot of beautiful wildflowers. This 

mailto:lynnem@timeclocks.com.au
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could take about 4 hours of mainly easy walking. (Roy will have maps and plant species lists for 
the Gorge).

 Roy has now booked for 19 people at the Blue Waters Motel for dinner on Saturday night for 7 
pm start. He has prices and details of the menu available. If you wish to join us Roy will need to 
know numbers so please let him know urgently. To be fair to the restaurant we need to let them 
know definite numbers very soon. Roy will confirm a booking only for the number who let him 
know they want to join us at the restaurant.
 
 Sunday morning 25th - at say 9.30am, leave cabins (checking out) and going for a walk along 
the old convict road along the north side of the Prosser River where there are some interesting 
native plants growing. The parking area is along a track which leaves the Tasman Highway just 
north of the bridge. Bring your own lunch today too.

Then we could take our lunches to the Tasmanian Bushland Garden south of Buckland. This is a 
beautiful garden created with a huge range of native plants by some very keen and hard-working 
members of the Aust. Plant Society. You should be on the way home by about 3.30 pm depending 
on how long you spend at the garden (and the Pulchella nursery next door.) Last visit many people 
were inspired to buy plants there.

 If you are interested in participating and want him to book accommodation or the restaurant 
please let Roy know urgently on 6334 6787 or by email rlskabo@gmail.com 
 
Early notice of coming events as this newsletter will be the last before the events mentioned take 
place. 

16 November Meeting: Unfortunately the talk by Keith and Sib Corbett about Patagonia has had 
to be cancelled because of work commitments.

The speaker now will be:
Tim Rudman of DPIPWE and his subject will be on Phytophthora cinnamomi Cinnamon 
fungus a widespread fungus that kills a wide range of plants by attacking their root systems 
causing the sudden and unexplained collapse of the plant within a few days. Members of the 
Protea family are particularly susceptible to attack. 

November 21st-22nd. The planned weekend visit to Hobart will still go ahead providing
there is sufficient interest. We plan to visit the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Garden where we will 
renew our acquaintance with David Marrison and Chris Lang who were speakers at our June 
meeting. 

A substitute programme for Sunday is being investigated and there are some interesting 
possibilities. We will need to know numbers by the end of October so we can confirm with staff at 
RTBG and other people involved. Participants would need to arrange their own accommodation.
If you are interested in going please contact Roy on 6334 6787 or email rlskabo@gmail.com .

Further details of meeting points and times will be sent to participants who contact Roy. 
The suggested format is to allow people to get to Hobart on Saturday morning and leave for 
Launceston at a reasonable time on Sunday afternoon. 

REMINDER: 27-29 November the APST Annual Get-Together 2009 at Camp Banksia at Port 
Sorell. North West Group is planning an interesting programme for the weekend. Costs were given 
in the last newsletter. Dick Burns is the contact. He will be away until 23 October. After that date 
phone 6437 2474, post 17 Deviation Rd Penguin or email dburns1@hotkey.net.au

mailto:dburns1@hotkey.net.au
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11 December – Northern Group Christmas Party will be on again at Max Fry Hall at 6 
pm. Please contact Lynne if you are coming and let her know what you would like to bring by 
way of food (salads or desserts); phone 63445611 or email lynnem@timeclocks.au 

Photo Competition: We plan to have the very popular photo competition again. As previously 
there will be three sections: plants, people and places. 
Photos must have been taken after the last party. ie after Dec 10th 2008. Photos must be up to A4 
size, one photo per person per category i.e. 3 photos maximum per person.

LFNC Programme

18 October –   Sunday:  Open Day at Skemps at Myrtle Bank
3 November – Speaker: Doug Kershaw Subject: ‘Dung Beetles’
8 November – Sunday – Excursion to Bridport (re above)
1 December – Members Night (slide or electronic presentations)
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