
 

April, May gardens might, with a 
casual glance, appear to lack flowers 
but if you look closely there are 
many to admire: small correas, 
croweas, scaevolas, the more 
obvious callistemons. However, the 
showiest, the paper daisy, 
Bracteantha bracteata (a Jill Clarke 
seedling) is hard to top. Early in the 
season it was a butterfly beacon but 
now it is mostly bees that seek a 
pollen fix.   

The rains finally arrived late but 
were welcomed by the struggling 
plants while the temperature until 
recently has been quite mild and 
friendly for both plants and the 
gardener.  

APRIL Activities 

See below members in action:- 

* The first at April propagation 
shows members propagating 
cuttings and potting up others.  
*Several members scoured their 
gardens and created a native plant 
display on tables set up at the 
Horticultural Fest at Evandale.  
*Next the Tasmanian Native Garden 
planting day drew 17 members so 
that 80 plants were soon made snug 
in the ground.  
*Members on tasks at the plant sale. 
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Autumn Sale…not much left 
after midday. 

      RELAXING! 

But not for long



April 2 Propagation Saturday, another wonderfully supported session with 20+ enthusiastic members enjoying the 
opportunity to work together on a worthwhile enterprise. There was the usual propagation work plus some trays of 
punnets that needed to be potted-on. In addition Janet H. had organised, ordered and received the printed labels ready 
for sale day so members began the work of pricing and labelling each plant - an extra session on April 19 helped 
complete this task.  

April 10 Display Table at Launceston Horticultural Society Plant Fest, Evandale.  

This was a new activity for the Northern Group. Rosemary Verbeeten was asked  by the Society if we would like to set up 
a native plant display on two tables at the Launceston Horticultural Society Plant Fest. It was subsequently agreed at a 
meeting that it was an opportune way to promote native plants so several members scoured their gardens, surprised at 
the array of colourful examples that formed a much appreciated and admired display. A final touch was provided by 
Kirstin Seavour who used her graphic skills to provide clear labels for the many flowers that were displayed. 

The general feedback 
was that people were 
amazed at not just the 
colour range but the 
diversity of the 
specimens. 

If you look closely in 
the front row there are 
delicate Viola 
hederaceae, 
Wahlenbergia, Peg’s 
double, Isotoma 
axillaris and 
brachyscome daisies. 



Well done to Rosemary for the instigation and organisation of a very 
successful day which fostered native plants more broadly in the 
community. 

The meeting opened with a few brief business items. Plant sale posters were 
offered for members to distribute in the community. Volunteers were sought 

for the Tasmanian Native Garden autumn planting day. There was a reminder for 
members to send in their calendar photos and another about the Oura Oura excursion. Following a brief discussion the 
meeting agreed to pay a small fee to join the Launceston Horticultural Society - a fair outlay for the opportunity to 
promote native plants in a broader community. Roy Skabo reported that Dale Luck and Andrew Smith were forming the 
nucleus of the group which would explore ways in which the Northern Group can be active in conservation matters. 
Members were invited to join this small group. Helen Tait suggested that threatened remnant bushland adjacent to the 
golf course was a matter that might be suitable for the group to investigate. 

Plant of the Month:  Carpobrotus rossii      Jon Hosford 

Carpobrotus rossii, pigface, a much overlooked plant 
was chosen by Jon because it has many uses. It is an 
effective, tough ground cover and an edible 
succulent with medicinal potential.  

There are three Carpobrotus species present in Tasmania C. edulis, C. aequilaterus and C.rossii,  
the only one native to Tasmania. 

The plant produces bright pink flowers in spring and summer. The fruit ripens when the flower is 
pollinated and spent, swelling up and turning a deep red, which makes it easy to spot among the 
green leaves (right). The fruit was used by Australian indigenous people as a food source. In Jon’s 
opinion the fruit is far tastier than the leaves.   
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Carpobrotus rossii is widely spread across Tasmania and other 
Australian states. It prefers coastal sand dunes or rocky 
ground and thrives in full sun. It is easy to grow because the 
plant is either propagated from seed or more simply from 
cuttings which quickly take root, covering bare garden 
patches or sloping sites such as this bank outside the church 
at Windermere.  
 
Jon mentioned antioxidant, anti-inflammatory and anti-
carcinogenic properties as medicinal benefits and concluded 
with ways in which to use the leaves in our meals. 

•
He described them as having a ‘gummy texture and flavour with a slightly 
salty taste’. His suggestion was to serve them with eggs and steak or on 
toast with tomato. 

 

Graham Green:  Conservation work being done at Chauncy Vale/ 
    Flat Rock Conservation area  

Graham Green is an environmental scientist who has been the part time reserves manager at Chauncy Vale for the past 
six years. He began the presentation with a brief history of this well known wild life 
sanctuary which had its beginnings in the early 1900s when the Chauncy family owned a 
bush block. This gradually expanded because of their love of the natural environment.  

The Day Dawn cottage (right) which reflects a sustainable, comfortable existence is now a 
museum that illustrates a part of the Chauncy Vale story. It was here in the 1930s that Nan 
Chauncy would write her novels, in particular, They Found a Cave. 

In 1946 Chauncy Vale became a private wildlife sanctuary under the 
Animals & Birds Protection Act. Then in the early 1970s the property was 
gifted to the public and is now owned by the Southern Midlands Council. 
Heather, (Nan and Anton’s daughter), continues an active management 
role espousing the vision for this land and the love of nature that began 
with her parents.  

Today what started as a small block is a nucleus for protected land with 
other reserves forming around it. The 455 ha Flat Rock Reserve, 
(purchased by the Tasmanian Land Conservancy in 2006) links the historic 
Chauncy Vale Wildlife Sanctuary with the Alpha Pinnacle Conservation 
Area, creating a continuous protected area of over 1500 hectares. 

The full story of Chauncy Vale is a big story of bushland that was valued 
and shared over the years e.g. in 1947 a Hutchins School venture, saw  
Alameda, a hut built as the base camp for an environmental education 
and bush experience. In later years Girl Guide and school groups 
continued to appreciate the outdoor education. 

Speaker



For Graham’s presentation a focus was the rich diversity of flora and 
fauna in dry sclerophyll bushland which he says is undervalued. He 
noted some of the vegetation types and landforms such as the 
weathered rock and sandstone caves; the beautiful wet sclerophyll 
creek valleys; lots of lovely dry sclerophyll bush.  

The map shows details of the 
plant species spread across the 
reserves. 

  

     

<   ‘Sculptured’ Triassic  
      sandstone. 
     
 Cosy fauna habitat.    > 
  

Flat Rock Reserve 
view - sandstone 
escarpment. 

There are for example: 
Eucalyptus globulus, on some of 
the slopes; E. delegatensis on the 
highest points; E. obliqua; E. 
pulchella; E. tenuiramis.  



Graham reported that the Chauncy Vale Reserve is looking good at present 
following the good rains over the past few years. The dead trees have fallen, new 
ones are growing. However, the drought effects, compounded by heavy browsing 
by native wildlife during the dry period together with fires, have caused concerns 
about a loss of plants.  

For example there are 23 orchids documented on the reserve but during Graham’s 
time he has seen just 4 species such as the Caledenia sp. (right). These also have 
only been in small numbers.  

He is hoping that members will participate in a detailed plant survey during the 
excursion later in the year, maybe November because he hopes more eyes to the 
ground might find more. 

Chauncy Vale and Flat Rock are managed jointly in a collaborative model with Graham (Southern Midlands Council), 
the Tasmanian Land Conservancy, Parks & Wildlife and the Chauncy family - all with a strong environmental focus.  

They are tasked with maintaining and improving this important ecosystem ensuring its preservation.  

Graham mentioned weeds e.g. patches of thistles 
requiring consistent attention; revegetation of 
previously neglected areas and overcoming problems 
with browsing animals. Eventually it was found that 
building plant cages, whilst more costly, was the most 
effective means of rehabilitating areas.  

Project to prevent further erosion of creek banks. A grant was 
used to plant over a thousand trees which now have grown 
successfully in this area.            >             

Managing burns is another concern: whereas once they 
were done during autumn it is now too dry and today 
burns are conducted in winter. They have tried a June 
‘cool burn’ and found it successful.  

It is the intention of the management group to work with the aboriginal 
community; to get their input into how to interpret their cultural heritage and 
importantly to get them involved in the management. 

<    As hoped, fresh new eucalypts appeared after the June burn off. 

More tracks are being developed, new bridges have been constructed as much as 
possible to blend with the surroundings. Special walks and signs are being added 
for young children - even wombat stepping stones! 

Chauncy Vale has attractions for ‘everybody’. There are bush walks, photography - 
just being able to sit and listen to the birdlife. Bird calls ring out all day long and 
into the night. There are the caves, the interesting rocks, its rich fauna: snakes, 
devils, peregrines, masked owls. It is a critically important area for raptors. For 
visitors it is a place to experience and enjoy what nature offers. 

However, there was a reminder to members of the need to protect dry sclerophyll bush (a lot of which occurs on private 
land). The dry periods are getting drier so these ecosystems are being pushed beyond their limits - a concern for all.  

The night was most interesting and provided an insight into the crucial work being undertaken leaving us with much to 
‘chat’ about over Daphne Longman’s generous supper. 



Thursday 21st  
Excursion to Oura Oura Reserve/Liffey      Report: Roy Skabo 

“A nice day out in the bush” was the promise and that was sufficient to attract 21 members and guests to our excursion 
in the Liffey area.  

Oura Oura Reserve, donated to Bush Heritage by Bob Brown and 
Paul Thomas in 2011, sits astride the beginning of the track to Drys 
Bluff. The property is beautifully maintained and a number of 
facilities have been added to make access easier. 

   

   Photo: R. Verbeeten  ^ 

<  After leaving our vehicles in the 
spacious new parking area we walked 
along the track beside the river and 
stopped at a huge sandstone boulder to 
hear an explanation of its history by Ian 
Thomas.  

Then it was on to the house, where we 
dropped our packs and did some 
exploring, including a short walk up 
Deans Track to look at the delightful 
forest with its impressive white gums 
(Eucalyptus viminalis) and brown-
topped stringy barks (E. obliqua) with an 
understorey of smaller trees and shrubs. 



We ate lunch at the house, posed for some group photos and set off, with 
one group heading for the Bush Heritage reserve near the Liffey campground 
and the other opting to visit Habitat Plants at Liffey. 

The former option provided us with what is one 
of the most delightful short walks near 
Launceston.  

The excellent track begins in a beautiful 
rainforest which contains some magnificent 
specimens of myrtle-beech (Nothofagus 
cunninghamii) and sassafras (Atherosperma 
moschatum) with an understorey of tree ferns 
and numerous smaller fern species. 

As we climbed the gently sloping track we 
entered a wet sclerophyll forest dominated by 
large white gums with huge numbers of 
stinkwoods (Ziera arborescens) and dogwoods 
(Pomaderris apetala). 

The track, a circuit of about 3.5 km, ends with a 
pleasant flat section along the Liffey River to the 
car park.  

  

      ^  Myrtles and Dicksonias on creek at  Liffey River Reserve 

One thing that surprised us was the lack of fungi except for several 
impressive displays of the ghost fungus (Omphalotus nidiformis) 
growing on dead trees and their roots. 

  Liffey Track, Bush Heritage property         > 

This walk would be well worth doing again in spring/summer when 
there should be a much greater assortment of plants in flower, but it is a great walk at any time of year. 



<   Group photo at Bob Brown’s 
former home with Drys Bluff on the 
skyline. 

Photos: L. Skabo 

     

Tuesday April 26 annual autumn planting  
    Tasmanian Native Garden 

 

Suzanne Talbot, Peter and Daphne Longman were 
clearly organised for this special autumn planting 
day. Not only did they manage the favourable 
weather but also the buckets, stakes, plant 
guards and 80 plants - all lined up ready for 
members.  

 

There were soon 17 busy bodies some digging, using spades, sometimes mattocks in the, at 
times, surprisingly hard dry beds. Others were barrowing or bucketing compost to enrich the 
holes before plants were carefully placed in on top, given a refreshing drink then enclosed in 
plastic guards which secures them and encourages growth.  

Suzanne ably managed the challenging task of where to position each plant. Consequently it 
did not seem long before members were rewarded with a delicious morning tea, warm drinks 
and some good conversation. Many thanks to Daphne, Peter, Suzanne and also Andrew Smith 
who added a sumptuous angel cake to the table. 



Members finishing up and 
others setting out the well 
earned ‘nourishment’ under 
an impressive sky. 

 

Saturday April 30  Autumn Plant Sale   Max Fry Hall 

The forecast for the day was for rain but fortunately the sun shone on Janet and her team. There were 
at least 27 members rostered on jobs over the day which as usual was ‘super’ organised. The new 
electronic payment system, organised by Rosemary V. was well used and can be considered a success 
with about one third of the takings being done using the Square.  

The morning rush depleted the plants on offer, however, early afternoon there were still people arriving 
‘hopefully’ and managing to find a few to purchase. There is more time with the later buyers to discuss 
their needs and the appropriate plants for a particular position.  

Overall 1,000 plants were sold. Janet thanked all who so generously helped on the day and 
congratulated those members who turn up at each Saturday session, stressing that each of those one 
thousand plants was propagated by a member, ‘an amazing achievement.’ 

Saturday May 7 Propagation, Windsor Park Nursery 
 

There was no resting on one’s laurels after the April plant sale. May propagation was busy as usual especially as 
there were several trays ready for the potting-on process. Those who brought cutting material worked to get 

this material into punnets.  
Janet reported that the outside racks were depleted after the sale, however, in the shade house there 
are thirty trays - a good basis of stock for the next sale in spring.  



There was a short business item where members 
agreed to the continuation of the successful seed 
orchard project in collaboration with the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens. The aim is for the RTBG 

to secure conservation sized seed collections of several 
viola species. At present the RTBG has a potted collection of Viola cleistogamoides (Yarra Ranges 
Council photo at right). Fifty of these will be sent to the nursery over winter so that members can 
collect the seed over spring/summer. Members were asked to indicate their interest as about 
twenty members will be needed so that the task is manageable. 

Plant of the Month:  Solanum laciniatum   Margaret Hosford 

Solanum laciniatum is a soft-
wooded shrub that is native to the 
east coast of Australia, mainly in 
Victoria and Tasmania. It grows 
3-4m high and is found in 
woodland, stabilising sand dunes, 
along creek lines, road verges  etc.  

It was first described in 1789 by 
William Aiton, Kew botanist and 
gardener to the King of England. 
It is a member of the nightshade 
family and is related to the tomato, 
eggplant and tobacco. 
 

S. laciniatum, common name 
kangaroo apple, has ruffled 
purple-blue flowers while the 
leaves are large and deeply 
lobed, having up to five spear like 
fingers that resemble kangaroo 
paws. 

Flowers and fruit appear from spring through to autumn. The 
fruits are edible: the pulp is described as juicy and sweet, with a 
hint of melon flavour but unripened kangaroo apples are bitter 
and toxic. Margaret does not find them particularly sweet and 
said that the red berries are okay to eat when the skin starts to 
split. They do not last long so it is best to pick them, leave them 

on the table until they fully ripen and then pop them in the fridge. They can be roasted, dried, made into jams or jellies. 
The First Nations people ate them with meats, fresh or roasted. 

It is considered one of the top bush foods. It is a good source of vitamin C and beta-carotene and is a natural anti-
inflammatory so used in the treatment of inflammation and rashes. The fruit and leaves were mashed together into a 
poultice and wrapped around a sore joint. In addition it is a natural antimicrobial so has been used over time as an anti-
parasitic fix for all kinds of parasites e.g. intestinal or skin. An antioxidant, it can be used to protect against diseases like 
heart disease, stroke and cancer. It can also be used for production of cortisone based contraceptives and has been 
cultivated and studied in other countries such as Russia. 

May Meeting

KP



Margaret continues to be amazed by the knowledge of the First Nations people and the ways in which plants such as this 
were understood by them. The kangaroo apple is a worthwhile plant to have in the garden although, unless it is cut back 
quite severely, it has a short life span. It grows quickly and nicely fills an empty spot in the sun or part shade. 
 

Herbert Staubmann: Roadside Vegetation - using herbicides  
                    to cut the grass. 

Herbert opened his presentation by recognising the necessity of roadside management and of the essential work that is 
required to keep roads safe. He stressed that he is not against using herbicides as part of this management. However, his 
concern is that the use is not ‘best practice’ and in many aspects is causing more harm not just to plants but also to road 
edges, waterways - the environment generally. Comprehensive and sobering examples were presented to show the 
damage that is being done not by the herbicide itself but by poor use of the product. 

It is current practice to use herbicides to clear vegetation within a 1-2 m wide strip from the road-seal edge. This works 
to clear the sides of the road to “deliver a safe road network for all road users” but it does not provide “for a whole of 
life asset management” nor “protect and enhance environment values and roadside amenity.” (Quotes from DSG letter 
29 June 2015)  

Herbert listed seven issues with the use of herbicides.  

Removing vegetation e.g. 
grasses increases water 
pollution. The erosion of 
fine particles from soil and 
gravel end up as suspended 
solids - the number one 
pollutant in stormwater. All 
stormwater from the road 
network ends up in the 
streams. 

Then there are the road surface pollutants. Sediment is not only a 
pollutant but a transport mechanism for hydrocarbons like fuel/oil from 
cars.  

Moreover, without roadside vegetation a higher proportion of litter ends 
up in our waterways. In fact roadsides are the second top category for 
water pollution litter, second behind industrial sites. 

To sum up: The roadside drains are the fine arteries of our drainage 
systems and the runoff is directed into our creeks, rivers, estuaries. So 
spraying roadsides instead of slashing denudes the edges, adds to the 
suspended solids in the stormwater, adds to the erosion of the road edges 
and adds to the litter and road surface pollutants in the drains.    

 

Speaker



The second issue of concern is the undermining of road 
infrastructure. Not only is the roadside crumbling (right) but the 
guide posts are unstable. Grasses would have helped to stabilise 
this area and road upkeep would not be such a problem.  

Poor practice herbicide use raises a third issue i.e. weed 
incursion because weeds quickly colonise bare ground. 

For weeds to be controlled it is 
necessary to spray 3 (or 4 
times) a year.  

However, once spraying is 
started it is a downward spiral 
chasing ever more weeds. 
 
As a consequence many weeds 
are now becoming herbicide 
resistant e.g. Verbascum 
thapsus photographed at 
Cressy.        >  

<  Conyza 
bonariensis seen at  
Bishopsbourne is another weed that is herbicide 
resistant. 

Combined the State and Council road network is 
approximately 10,000 km. This led to some 
interesting but very rough calculations on the 
amount of herbicide needed “to cut the grass”. It 
works out to be 43,200 litres of glyphosate (450g/l) 
per year. Yet if the roadsides are sprayed less often 
then weed invasion will be greater. 

Short life-cycle weeds  
colonise bare ground



It was also revelatory that the responsibility for the safe usage of Roundup or Brush-Off falls on the user because it 
states on the label: DO NOT contaminate streams, river or waterways with the chemical or used containers. A legal risk 
for users?   

Herbert touched on the issue of the destruction of 
important native flora and threatened species but 
did not make this a feature of this presentation. 

A stated aim in best practice road management (see 
opening) is to ‘protect and enhance environment 
values and roadside amenity’. However, the 
overuse of herbicide does not fulfil this aim with the 
following examples just some that Herbert shared 
from his travels. 

<  How our roadsides 
could look compared 
with the roadside 
aesthetics in the above 
two photos. 



The final issue pointed to bad herbicide practices being normalised as 
e.g. farmers freely use spray here on a fence line.  > 

To keep roads safe Herbert advocated ‘best practice’ management to be 
followed. He emphasised the need to return to using slashers, to only use 
herbicides to keep road edges clear and unobstructed by vegetation 
where it is too difficult to slash. Then only use herbicides in narrow 
swathes not any wider than necessary.   ⌄ 

   
  
Not only is vegetation to the road edge an aesthetic asset 
(right) grass roots have the advantage of stabilising batters, 
thereby helping to 
maintain and 
extend the lifetime 
of the roads.  

Every table drain is a free storm-water filter! It is much preferred and 
cheaper to prevent pollutants getting into our rivers rather than trying to 
rectify the problem afterwards. 

Furthermore grasses are competitive – they reduce weed incursion and at 
the same time the opportunity for weeds to become herbicide resistance - a 
growing problem that should be confronted now. 

* The photo (below left) was taken in November, 2012 when slashing was the 
method used to maintain roadsides.  
* This photo (below right) was taken in June, 2016 when herbicides were used to maintain the verges.  

One shows a healthy 
environment; the other an 
environment where 
roadside grass has been 
‘cut’ by herbicides.  

They are an illustration of 
Herbert’s strong message 
that flowed from an 
important presentation 
that was comprehensive, 
balanced and most 
informative.  

A delicious supper was 
provided by Margaret H. 
and Sharon. 

Grass to here 



Friday May 22 Excursion to Ralphs Falls,  
Mt Victoria Forest Reserve, NE Tasmania                                                    Report: Ian Thomas 

Populated by fine country people and distinguished by 
a discoloured swimming pool, derelict shops, sleepy 
streets and a tempting, but somewhat down at heel 
pub, Ringarooma could well be the most Tasmanian 
small town in Tasmania. Surprisingly, there is a thriving 
local library that on special occasions such as this 
attracts librarians and educators from all over the 
state.  

One hundred and forty years ago, the town was a 
prosperous community blessed with a diverse rural 
economy characterised by frantic, mostly unsuccessful, 
attempts at gold mining. The local geology containing 
the gold is one of the most complex and least 
understood in Tasmania: that of course greatly adds to 
the attraction. 

Folded Silurian and Devonian aged deep sea 
sediments, which today form the escarpments 
and plains in the Mt Victoria Reserve, once 
flowed in great avalanches into deep sea 
trenches. Those formations sit next to 
Devonian granite masses and Permian 
sandstone escarpments, all of which sit in the 
shadow of more recent, but still venerable, 
dolerite alpine peaks.  

In the hills, plateaux and valleys above 
Ringarooma a miserly total of less than 1000kg 
of gold was extracted from at least 100 worked 
gold bearing lodes. That history is now largely 
invisible, in stark contrast to the mining 
heritage found around Gladstone, Storys Creek, 
Rossarden, Lefroy and Beaconsfield.  

Even 
less 
visible 
but much more influential on landscape 
development were the fire patterns created by 
the First Nation owners of this country, the 
Pyemmairrener.  

Research has demonstrated that the extensive 
buttongrass (Gymnoschoenus) expanses of the Mathinna Plains were created 1600 years ago at exactly the same time as 
the first occupation of sandstone rock shelters that border the creeks running down from Mt Albert and Mt Victoria.  

L.S.

M.K

M.K



The interesting geology and the consequent complicated drainage patterns, along with long standing cultural burning 
fostered an extremely wide variety of easily accessible plant communities. The objective of our monthly excursion was 
to experience the diversity and beauty of a number of these communities on the short but constantly interesting Ralphs 
Falls circuit.  

We started the walk at a well-defined parking lot 
surrounded by tall Eucalyptus forest with regenerating 
Acacia. In a few short steps we found ourselves in a 
spectacular callidendrous rainforest dominated by 
Nothofagus, Atherosperma and occasional Phyllocladus. 

     
 

Few plants were in 
flower but that 
mattered not, because 
in diverse understory 
of Telopea, Zieria, 
Phebalium, Tasmannia, 
Coprosma, Cyathodes 
and a profusion of 
ferns were fungi of all 
shapes, sizes and 
colours.  

Microsorum pustulatum, 
 kangaroo fern

Rumohra adiantiformis

L.S.

M.K
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The absence of a Mycologist 
closer to us than 100 km was a 
blow, but Louise managed to 
identify … 
Agarics with gills,  
Coral and Clubs with colourful 
spikes, 
trumpet like Chantarelles,  
pure white bracket Polypores  
and strange but slightly repulsive 
Jelly fungi.  

 

After pausing at a spectacular lookout with fine views of Ralphs 
Falls and the Ringarooma district right out to Bass Strait, the 
well made track passed through varied forests of very tall 
Leptospermum, Melaleucas and Leucopogon all of which fringe 
the rocky edges of the spectacular Cashs Gorge.    ⌄ 

Finally, as the temperature started to drop, the walk 
emerged from dark forest onto a glorious open 
buttongrass plain with wonderful views of the twin 
peaked Mt Albert to the South.  

Clavulinopsis sulcata  ⌄

L.S.

L.S.

L.S.

M.K
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What a spectacular conclusion to a short but extremely varied and enjoyable walk. 

  
 In attendance: Roy and Louise Skabo, Janet and Colin Hallam, Chris and Marissa King, Damien Naughton and me. 

  Photos: M. King and L. Skabo 

Rosemary’s garden news 

After a long dry summer, autumn rains have come. Certainly not in the amounts that have been recorded up in the north 
of the mainland but nice steady falls in the past few weeks. Time for some maintenance. I have been busy removing 
plants that died over summer. The garden here in Gravelly Beach is very different from my previous garden in Lanena. 
The soil is clay based not sandy, no moist areas and is a lot more frost prone plus I have to garden around mature trees. I 
am very selective with watering and do not use an automatic system. The bare areas will allow for some new plants to 
go in. There are always new plants wanting a home. 

Late autumn is a great time to prune all the ‘perennial’ type natives. All the Brachyscome multifida plants have been cut 
back by at least half. I have at least 4 different mauve varieties and a number of the white throughout the garden. They 
benefit from this enormously. Within a week one can see nice new green growth coming. The white everlasting daisy 
Ammobium alatum have all been dead-headed and cut back. The pelargoniums have also had a cut back. The lovely 
magenta Pelargonium rodneyanum thrives on being pruned at this time of year. Chrysocephalum apiculatum, 
Calocephalus citreus, Corondium scorpioides and Eryngium ovinum are some of the others that have been pruned. 

M.K



The banksias have been coming into flower. Banksia integrifolia, 
shrub and prostrate forms, are now in full flower. The prostrate  
form is a valuable ground cover and quite easily covers an area 2 
metres by 2 metres. Banksia serrata takes longer to come into 
flower. This year it had 3 flowers whereas B. integrifolia is covered 
 with 25 pale lime green flowers.  

I have several varieties of Banksia spinulosa throughout the garden. Banksia spinulosa ‘Black Magic’ (above right) is a 
medium shrub which has gleaming gold and black brushes. It is in flower for the first time. ’Birdsong ‘ is gold and red, 
and then there is a lovely dwarf golden form. Banksia ornata (above left) from South Australia and western Victoria is 
another banksia that is easy to grow here. It is now a shrub about 1.5 metres with at least a dozen flowers. The cones 

are broader than the others and greyish-creamy yellow in 
colour. The banksias keep the honeyeater birds like new 
holland and eastern spinebills supplied with food in the 
garden. 

<   In the front garden a scent is drifting through at the 
moment.  It is a nice fresh scent not too sweet. It is 
coming from Asterotrichion discolor.  Over summer it is a 
nice dark green small tree but when it comes into flower 
mid autumn, it produces perfume and continues for at 
least 3 months. I consider it to be in my top ten plants to 
have in the garden. 

 It is a member of the Malvaceae family which includes 
common garden plants such as hibiscus and hollyhocks. 
Asterotrichion discolor is an endemic plant of Tasmania. 
The common name is Tasmanian currajong. 

In the recent school holidays I was planting in the reveg section alongside Stoney 
Creek with my grandchildren. We found some unusual holes and dug one up. At the 
end of the tube we found a spider that looked different and so inside for a container.  

The next day Tom and I went to the QVMAG at Inveresk to get an ID. A few days later 
John Douglas, author of Spiders of Tasmania, contacted us to say it was an unnamed 
species of a rarely seen trapdoor spider. It is possibly restricted to the Tamar region.  

So one never knows what one might find in the garden. 

Report and photos: R Verbeeten 



Plants That Please 

           

Stylidium sp. from Prue Wright - luckily spotted when she had her 
camera. It was the first white trigger plant that Prue had seen but 
she did note the faintest pink tinge in the petals.  

Prue, now a southerner, signed off with “All the best to everyone up 
there.”



  

Nature’s intricate 
patterns - Rumohra 
adiantiformis, 
leathery shield fern 

Ralphs Falls excursion 

Photo: M. King 

   

At Rosevears, Eremophila ‘wild 
berry’- an open invitation to 
eastern spine-bills. 
  



       
      Scaevola aemula - always reliable but especially long-flowering this season. 

  

    

The next newsletter is due in early August when plants are beginning to colour up, anticipating the warmer, sunnier 
days. Time to get the camera into focus, to share with members Plants That Please.  
Photos are happily received by an always grateful editor. 
 
 K.Pallett 
(pallettkay@gmail.com)

mailto:pallettkay@gmail.com

