
February, the last month of summer was a harsh month for plants which struggled in the excessive heat. There have 
even been reports of ‘death'. Yet gardens generally managed to look good.  

It is the Ame of the year when the grasses catch the sunlight, when the foliage colours draw the eye and interest is held 
by contrasAng greens e.g. Goodenia ovata (pictured centre) with its fresh, grassy green new growth; the emerald green 
foliage of Eremophila ‘wild berry’ or the reddish Apped Thrytomene calycina. Add glaucous silver-grey leaved bushes 
such as Eremophila nivea (right), the sprawling Chrysocephalum apiculatum (leH) and the garden paleIe is awash with 
colour. 

The first February acAvity was propaga'on on February 5th. The day 
was well aIended with over twenty members - some busy with 
cuKngs, others weeding in the shade house or at the outside benches 
while several were cleaning pots or sorAng plants into alphabeAcal 
order in preparaAon for the upcoming sale.  

< Escaping the sun in a shady spot - propagators at work. 
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It was a good turn up of twenty nine members for the meeAng held in 
the big hall where Bruce Pike had set out tables, chairs and several 
baffle panels which fortunately did improve the sound quality, a 
promising start aHer last year’s poor acousAcs. Many thanks to Bruce.  

Members were welcomed by reAring president Peter Dowde whose 
comprehensive report reflected a very busy year full of interesAng acAviAes, speakers, excursions and projects. Janet 
Hallam thanked Peter on the members’ behalf. Rosemary Verbeeten noted that Peter had been a member for 45 years, 
an amazing achievement but surprisingly, as Peter added, not the longest because Mick Statham holds that record. 

Next on the agenda was the elecAon of office bearers. Roy PalleI was elected president and Dale Luck the vice 
president. Jo Boniface conAnues as council delegate with Ian Thomas to act as proxy delegate. Ian will also join the 
program commiIee. Gilly Zachs is the Group Membership Officer taking over the role from Jill Clark whose efforts 
ensured that new members were welcomed and informed of our group’s acAviAes. Louise Skabo thanked Jo Boniface as 
the reAring vice-president, Robert Worland as reAring council delegate and the appointees whose circulated reports 
recorded the great work done by a significant number of diligent members. 

During the confirmaAon of appointments there was discussion on ways to lessen the nursery workload. Janet has since 
devised a roster for volunteer members to take weekly responsibility for checking the nursery - in parAcular the watering 
system. This allows Janet some freedom from the constant responsibility of nurturing each Any cuKng 
from its beginning to plant-sale robustness. In Janet’s words the response was wonderful, very much 
appreciated and a super effort!  

2020/21: Janet busy at the nursery. Harrison, interested in propagaAon, just popped in for a lesson.     >
 

Roy P. welcomed all to the first meeAng of the year, thanked 
members for the privilege to be president and then proceeded to 

cover the usual business items.  

From Business arising it was reported that the Viola hederacea seed collecAng project for the 
Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens had finished. It is esAmated that the target of 20,000 seeds 
has been exceeded. The success is such that our involvement should conAnue in further 
projects. ** Further report last page ** 

From the Treasurer’s report Rosemary asked that a new phone be bought to aIach to the 
Square which is a credit card EFTPOS devise for making payments on sale days. The machine is 
presently linked through Rosemary’s phone. It needs to have its own. Margaret K. will seek a cheap phone and plan for 
purchase by the Group. 

In General business Margaret spoke on opening the APST website. AHer the first login, registered members would not 
need to use the password again when returning to the site. In addiAon the site has an easy to use link to pay annual 
subscripAons. Lynne confirmed the ‘easy to use’ detail! Louise was pleased to report that David Waters is able to help 
with the flora secAon on the website and she encouraged other members to submit quality photos of Northern Group 
acAviAes to Karen so they also can be uploaded to the APST website.  

Next to speak was Roy Skabo suggesAng that as a group, we target worthwhile and 
achievable conservaAon goals. These were his thoughts noted in an earlier email.  

While our group is doing very well and engaged in a diverse range of ac<vi<es, there 
is an aspect of the APST objec<ves for which we could be doing more and that is 
conserva<on advocacy. Two objec<ves are “to promote recogni<on of the Society as 
a resource group for educa<onalists and the government” and “to support efforts to 
strengthen the laws and regula<ons of all bodies given authority by legisla<on of the 
Commonwealth and States for the conserva<on of Australian flora.” 

Roy listed several prompts such as the talk by Kathryn Pugh on Launceston reserves, 
in par<cular, Carr Villa where, as the cemetery expands, there is poten<al loss of 
bushland and its many threatened species. Another prompt followed the excursion to 
the Westbury bush block, (the designated gaol site) - the poten<al loss of this 
wonderful natural habitat.           ChilogloPs sp. Westbury excursion      > 

 Tuesday 15th AGM 7.30 pm

Photo:M King

General meeAng 
  - the first for 2022



The third prompt was from reading APST history where he noted that in the past the 
Society has played an important role in the conserva<on of our flora. For example in the 
past, members have provided the government with expert advice during the 
establishment of Narawntapu Na<onal Park. 

If we increase our efforts on this aspect of our objec<ves it 
will need someone or a group, to devote <me to select 
appropriate habitats such as Cheltenham Reserve or Carr 
Villa bushland outside the reserved area and then ‘lobby’ 
for their protec<on to the land managers. 

<    Diuris orienAs, Calochilus platychila endangered orchids, Carr Villa   
      excursion   >  

AHer some discussion it was agreed that we support in principle the formaAon of a conservaAon advocacy group and 
that the mechanics of the group would be discussed at the next business meeAng. 

Roy S. then spoke of the State Get-together for which we are the hosts this year. He suggested that it be held on Ben 
Lomond in mid January because that is when the flora is at its best. Roy had done the groundwork and checked the 
accommodaAon and catering because such a gathering needs to be organised well ahead. AHer a liIle further discussion 
and with no other suggesAons it was decided that the State Get-together would be held on 13-15 January 2023. 
Details can be found in an email from Margaret Killen dated 27th February.  

On February 22nd it was WORKING BEE Tuesday when a 
small group of members rolled up to weed, prune, and 
mulch the Tasmanian NaAve Garden. It has been a dry 
summer but the garden looks good, not so many flowers 
but shape and colour nevertheless. This view is 
northward looking from the southern corner.            >   

H ow good is Melaleuca gibbosa, slender honey 
myrtle? This month there is just the occasional 
delicate mauvy pink flower aHer the early 

summer flush.  

    

 ** There is always room for extra volunteers to join  
 the cheery band of workers on WORKING BEE Tuesday. 
 Just turn up and be welcomed by Suzanne, Daphne  
 and Peter. 

      ***  March *** 

March 1st Visit to the Nursery by a Small Tour Group   
   
Janet along with a few members welcomed a small tour group of thirteen visitors from the AssociaAon of Australia 
Friends of Botanic Gardens (AAFBG). Although there were heavy clouds the cooler weather was soon forgoIen - the 
visitors impressed with the nursery, its organisaAon and its faciliAes.  



In addiAon the group was treated to a session with Tony Roberts who outlined the history and plans for the Windsor 
Park Garden. He followed his short talk with a walk around the eastern secAon of the council area between the nursery 
stables and the river.  

<  Janet welcoming the group, making connecAons.       

                        InspecAng the faciliAes and healthy plants ^ 
One parAcularly pleasing corner  v 

Tony describing his garden design. 

It was a treat to listen to Tony as he 
explained his garden features, to see 
the incredible number of rocks all 
thoughwully placed to enhance a 
superb collecAon of naAve plants. Of 
special menAon were the quite newly 
planted eucalyptus trees. 

It was not surprising that the visitors 
were impressed with the nursery, its 
faciliAes plus the W.P. Garden.  

There is much to enthuse about 
but of special note is the 
obvious conscienAous 
commitment that is being made 
by Tony and his small team.  

It should also be noted that the 
West Tamar Council values and 
supports the work being  done 
there. 

Pultenaea pedunculata, a   
            spectacular ground cover    > 



It is designed to be a robust public garden. Children are encouraged 
to ‘enjoy’ its interesAng paths and shapes, to climb over and around 
and just to play. It is hard to believe that the far-stretching hilly 
mounds, the clusters of trees and shrubs were created on bare flat 
river paddocks. 

Saturday 5th Propaga'on Day was busy because plants 
had grown vigorously and therefore needed an urgent trim 
to be ready for the April sale. In addiAon more cuKngs and 
more poKng on tasks were undertaken but with over 
twenty members present the work for the day was soon 
completed.  

   Plants waiAng for new homes   > 

 
 

The meeAng had no formal business but there were a few maIers for menAon. 
Rosemary V. reminded members about the table display at the Evandale 
HorAcultural Show and requested boIles and help to set up. Roy S. provided 

details about the excursion to the Tom Gibson Reserve following Peter McQuillan’s 
presentaAon. He also stated that the Ben Lomond accommodaAon was gradually filling up and that members intending 
to join the State Get-together on 13-15 January, 2023 needed to book and pay a small deposit while there are sAll 
openings. 

March Mee'ng  



Plant(s) of the Month: Ground Covers, Ziera prostata and Leptospermum rotundifolum               Louise Skabo       

Louise decided to highlight some prostrate sprawling plants which she has used in her garden to replace the need for a 
lawn (and for Roy the need to mow the lawn).  

The two ground cover plants she described were firstly 
Ziera prostrata (leH) which is a member of the 
Rutaceae family. In Spring it has copious small star-
shaped pink flowers with aromaAc trifoliate dark green 
leaves. It is hardy and likes full sun.  

The other which Louise recommended was 
Leptospermum rotundifolium which has a profusion of 
white or pink flowers with shiny round leaves. It also is 
a hardy plant, a quick grower and flowers in spring and 
early summer. 

Louise listed several excellent prostrate plants 
some of which she had presented over the years 
in POM. E.g. ground covers such as Kunzia 
ambigua (seen left decoraAng the nature strip), 
Acacia pravissima, A.baileyana, Pultenaea 
pedunculata, Hibber<a serpyllifolia, Calytrix 
tetragona.  

Her accompanying photos provided a convincing 
case for a lawn free garden. 

 

Peter McQuillan:  Insects and Flowers: PollinaAon in the   
                Tasmanian Flora 

Speaker:

S. Penton hIps://flickr.com/photos/                  
136315829@N03/25127255287  

https://flickr.com/photos/


Peter McQuillan’s interest and enthusiasm for plants and their pollinators provided members with a fascinaAng evening 
as we listened to his comprehensive presentaAon. Peter, an entomologist, recently reAred from UTAS, 
was introduced by Roy S. who had heard of his interesAng talks and knew of his work from the book, 
Bu\erflies of Tasmania, published by the Tasmanian Field Naturalists. 

The presentaAon focus was on interacAons between vertebrates, insects and plants. As Peter said 
pollinators are an important, emerging field of study and today there is much interest in the fate of 
bees and the consequences for pollinaAon in the modern world. It was a surprise to hear that 
Australia has 3,000 species of bees of which only a handful are social. There are issues around the 
impact of honey bees and bumble bees because they are aggressive social pollinators, oHen displacing 
naAve insects. 

From a global perspecAve the zonal differences in pollinaAon are interesAng. In Tasmania wind is the pollinaAng agent 
for most grasses, naAve conifers, allocasuarinas etc. Thus there is no insect interacAon in terms of pollinaAon with these 
plants. It is similar in the northern hemisphere across Canada, Siberia, and the vast conifer forests of Europe where there 
are almost no insect pollinators - even the hardwood forests of Central Europe are largely wind pollinated. Insect 
pollinaAon parAcularly in the temperate zone is very much a southern hemisphere phenomenon. There is a lot of insect 
pollinaAon in African forests, Chile and ArgenAna although where there is extensive Nothofagus it is wind pollinated. 

Not all visiAng insects are pollinators. OHen insects visit for food because the reproducAve parts of plants are rich in 
nutrients and so aIract caterpillars, beetles etc. Nectar thievery is quite common. For example in a  Richea scoparia 
flower, bees seeking nectar, had biIen holes but had collected no pollen because there was no contact with the anthers. 
Some insect visitors are ineffecAve pollinators because they do not get coated in pollen. Some actually eat the pollen 
and others rarely move between plants so although they move pollen about they are not cross pollinaAng. 

Birds, mammals, lizards can be specialised pollinators for some plants and this can be seen reflected in the morphology 
of the flowers in their colour, shape, size etc. 

In S.E. Asia or South America where birds are pollinators there are species such as the humming birds that hover but not 
in Australia, though a remarkable moment is captured when the eastern spinebill in the top photo is seen ‘hovering’ if 
only for a very short Ame at Xanthorrhoea australis. However, to gather nectar in Australia honeyeaters need to land and 
then probe. This has implicaAons for the shape of the flowers and the way they are presented to the birds.  
 
Peter described features of bird pollinated plants e.g. they have quite large pollen 
grains, held on the beaks by sAcky nectar. Bird flowers are rich in nectar and are 
oHen red because birds are very sensiAve to red (and someAmes yellow) flowers 
whereas most insects do not see the colour red which is not on their colour 
spectrum. Also quite a few bird pollinated plants are very low to the ground e.g. 
Kennedia prostrata and Swainsonia formosa, Sturts desert pea, so their 
pollinators are threatened by roaming cats. 
  New Holland honeyeater on Correa.  Tasmania, Bruny Island  >  
  11.iv.2014 bramesposito  hIps://www.inaturalist.org/observaAons/15940603  

Telopea truncata is a classic bird pollinaAng flower: bright 
red colour, robust form and the distance between the 
male pollen and nectar source is quite large (3cms). 
Proteaceae are interesAng because the male pollen is 
presented on the end of the female style so as the style 
(the curved part) opens out, the Ap of the style picks up 
pollen from the anthers down at the base and curls back.  

This is called secondary presentaAon. i.e. the pollen is 
presented away from the anthers in this case on the end of 
the style. It is a very efficient process delivering pollen to a 
visitor while at the same Ame accepAng pollen onto the 
female style from hopefully a different plant to affect cross 
pollinaAon.  

Bird flowers can also be tubular. Prionotes cerinthoides’ which provides a spectacular autumn display in the highlands is 
parAcularly interesAng. It is one of the most ancient of Ericaceae, is thought to have evolved around 60 million years 
ago; is endemic to Tasmanian rainforests and is bird pollinated. If it has always been bird pollinated then it is the world’s 
oldest example of bird pollinaAon. The crescent honeyeater is its principal pollinator.  

en.wikipedia.org

http://en.wikipedia.org


The genus Eucalyptus has 750 plus species of which more than 95 percent are pollinated by insects but a few such as 
Eucalyptus globulus, Tasmanian blue gum, are bird pollinated. The flowers of E. globulus are big, showy, full of nectar 
and enjoyed by swiH parrots, lorikeets, waIle birds and since Europeans have been here, honey and bumble bees. 

As swiH parrots become rarer Peter said that the pollinaAon and success of E. globulus is threatened because to succeed 
it has to be cross pollinated so if the birds die the blue gum will decline. He reminded us of its commercial importance as 
it is one of the most planted pulp trees in the world. All the geneAc diversity for the species is in Tasmania - an aspect 
that has been considerably diminished without any stocking-taking even twenty years ago. 

Lizards pollinate plants e.g. Acrotriche serrulata honey-pots. It is thought metallic skinks, Carinascincus metallicus get 
pollen grains on their snouts when biAng into the corolla tube so when licking out the nectar they deposit pollen from 
their snouts on the Ap of the style. There needs to be more research on these pollinators. 
  
Of the insects in Tasmania flies are one of the most important pollinators, oHen overlooked due to their small size. They 
are possibly more important at high elevaAons where bees are less common. They tend to like yellow and white flowers 
which are the dominant colours of Tasmanian flora.  

CollecAvely hundreds of species of flies go to naAve flowers. Tasmania   
has approximately forty different families of flies. 

Gymnoplis<a, crane fly: its elongated mouth parts enable it to probe 
amongst the flowers and get coated in pollen from the anthers of the 
Leptospermum sp.                        

  <  K. Ellingsen hIps://www.flickr.com/photos/zosterops/16258702186   
    

Siphonella is a Any fly about 2mm in size. Note the sAcky pollen on its head, 
collected from Ricinocarpos sp.                  > 
             

            Siphonella on Ricinocarpos Tasmania, Bridport 1.x.2019  
       K. Ellingsen hIps://www.flickr.com/photos/zosterops/48879145672    

>

The most important single species of fly is 
Melangyna viridiceps, a small hover fly, less than a 
cenAmetre, oHen mistaken for a wasp because it has 
black and yellow bands. It is acAve for ten months, 
only dormant in June and July. It likes nectar but is 
parAcularly aIracted to pollen.  

Note how Loma<a <nctoria has a curved style which 
presents the pollen on the fly’s back where it can’t 
rub it off. 

     

  

 <    Melangyna viridiceps on LomaAa Anctoria Tasmania, Inglis River  
       16.xi.2020 cowirrie hIps://www.inaturalist.org/observaAons/       
        67041818 

     

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/


Melangyna viridiceps is also aIracted to yellow flowers. They breed 
in most gardens because at the larvae stage the hover fly is a 
predator feeding on aphid and scale pests. 

InteresAngly it is also booming in canola crops. The vast expanses of 
yellow flowers aIract aphids. The hover flies are aIracted to the 
aphids and lay their eggs; the larvae eat the aphids; the adults 
emerge and they help pollinate the canola. Peter made the point that 
some farmers spend money bringing in beehives which is a waste of 
Ame when they get a free service from this naAve fly.  
     
 Melangyna viridiceps on Senecio pinna<folius Tasmania, Fingal 10.xi.2020   
 Tim Rudman hIps://www.inaturalist.org/observaAons/64920867        

<  Wasps such as the Tiphiid wasp act as pollinators, seen leH on Xanthorrhoea 
flowers. Male wasps also pollinate some orchids having been lured to the orchid 
which exudes an odour mimicking the female wasp. 

<   Photo: Sarah Lloyd  

Bees, of course, are the most recognised pollinators but that is because of the European research over many years. 
Amazingly there are 120 species of naAve bees in Tasmania and unlike the two exoAc species their behaviour is solitary. 
About ten species are common, the rest are fairly uncommon with some very rare. 

Each individual bee looks aHer itself. The female makes her own nest, collects pollen for her young, lays the egg on the 
pollen ball and then abandons it. One group makes holes in the ground while another makes excavaAons in plant stems. 
Peter said that bees have been breeding for the past twelve years in his dead tree fern stumps using caviAes at the base 
of the dried fronds. They breed once a year but the common species can breed twice a year. 

There was much of interest as Peter described several Tasmanian species such as Bombus terrestris, Hylaeus, Exoneura 
and Lasioglossum sp. Also blue flowers in Australia are mostly pollinated by bees.  

Here a Hylaeus sp. recognised by its yellow face is collecAng pollen from a 
Wahlenbergia sp. It gathers pollen not just on the Abia but also on the femur 
and along specialised hairs on its underside - unlike the honey bees that collect 
the pollen on the outside of the Abia.  

   <  Hylaeus on Wahlenbergia Tasmania, Marrawah 7.i.2020 corunastylis  
        hIps://www.inaturalist.org/observaAons/37555065   

Dianella pollinaAon is fascinaAng. The anthers have a small hole 
at the Ap (poricidal anther). This has specifically adapted to bees. 
OHen naAve bees will curve their body around the anther, 
vibraAng it at a parAcular frequency causing pollen to pop out 
through the hole. Bumble bees have been seen doing this on 
tomato flowers but honey bees do not. This is an understudied 
area in Tasmania. 

      Photo: Sarah Lloyd     > 



Exoneura bicolor with its black head, thorax and red body is the most common naAve bee. It is about 4mm long and has 
a weak sAng. An interesAng feature is the very hard Ap on the end to its abdomen, used to block the stem hole aHer the 
bee crawls in.  

Hylaeus alcyoneus, the banksia bee, is the largest naAve bee in Tasmania and is the same size as the honey bee. This bee 
has a glossy blue-black abdomen, a black thorax with a yellow spot on the shoulder and a striped yellow face. It is 
abundant when banksias are in flower from March to June. The male, a territorial bee, will sit at the top of the banksia 
and ward off others, including the honey bee. 

BuIerflies and moths are important pollinators, oHen overlooked because of their small size or nocturnal acAvity. These 
have a proboscis, a sucking tube, coiled against their head when it is not being used. Pollen gets on a buIerfly’s 
proboscis, on its face and the underside of its body. This is made easy by the flower, mostly daisies, presenAng the pollen 
at the right orientaAon to suit the visiAng buIerfly.  

Hippo<on scrofa, a hawk moth, has the longest tongue 
of all insects. There are only three species in Tasmania 
and they are all uncommon. It breeds on Coprosma.  
It is a true hovering insect able to probe with its long 
tongue into the nectary of the flowers.  

In Central Australia there is more moth pollinaAon than 
was previously thought e.g. P<lotus flowers have been 
found to be moth pollinated. Moths more commonly 
rely on scent rather than vision.   

  <  Hippo<on scrofa Victoria, Mallacoota 5.ii.2021 Linda Rogan  
 hIps://www.inaturalist.org/observaAons/ 69446336  
   <  Isotoma axillaris

While most moths are nocturnal, some like Aeolocosma 
cycloxantha and Glyphipterix meteora are acAve during 
the day.  

The metallic sedge moths (leH) are Any moths that visit a 
range of flowers including Ranunculus where they all 
“hang around together and in the process get coated 
with pollen.” Some of these social species also use the 
flowers as maAng sites “so not only do you get a feed but 
you meet a mate as well.” 

  

  < Metallic Sedge Moth (Glyphipterix meteora) on Ranunculus lappaceus 
     SA., Belair 13.xi.2019 Mike  
     hIps://www.inaturalist.org/observaAons/35766760  

Similar social behaviour can be seen in beetles which are also important pollinators, especially at higher elevaAons. 
Soldier beetles such as Chauliognathus lugubris are abundant at white flowers seeking pollen and nectar as they crawl 
over them. Phyllotocus rufipennis, a day acAve scarab was another beetle menAoned which is aIracted to white flowers 
- also to white sheets on the clothesline! 
  
Peter concluded with some challenges noAng that for the majority of Tasmanian plants there is no documented 
pollinator. As many as two thirds do not have one single pollinator on record. Although some pollinators might be known 
or seen it has not been wriIen nor published and this is even the case for common plants.  

Around the world there is a general decline not just in bees but also in other well known and not well known insects. 
While the decline here is not yet to the same degree, it is occurring as pollinators lose their populaAons to land clearing, 
climate change, pesAcides - all those mulAple factors that together impact on them.  

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/


He encouraged members to take on the role of ciAzen scienAsts, to observe plants, photograph them or simply make 
notes on pollinator observaAons. It could be both an opportunity and a challenge. 

He pointed to our unique flora. Tasmania is very rich in old Proteaceae. We have ‘weird’ endemic genera such as 
Agastachys and Bellendena that occur nowhere else in the world. In fact Bellendena is the most ancient of all the living 
Proteaceae. It has its own sub-family yet there are no published documented pollinator visits. There are no records of 
Agastachys either. Sadly probably half this populaAon was burnt in the 2018/19 Gell River fire in Tasmania’s South West 
NaAonal Park and it is uncertain if it will be able to resprout.  

Among other plants listed were showy Isophysis tasmanica, Atherosperma moschatum, Richea dracophylla. All lack data 
and published documentaAon and it is a mystery as to how they are pollinated. Isophysis tasmanica seems made for 
visitors with its striking purple flowers. A mature size sassafras tree, Atherosperma moschatum has approximately 5,000 
enAcing flowers but its pollinator remains a mystery. Peter suggested that on an early winter aHernoon, members in 
need of a liIle ‘sAmulaAon’ might like to go for a drive to the rainforest to look for pollinators - although he did say that 
pollinaAon could be happening at night. 

For members the presentaAon was educaAonal, extensive, the detailed informaAon absorbing. It also was a reminder of 
how much more needs to be done to ensure that the ecosystem decline underway is aIended to and that more is done, 
even by small groups like ours. 
       

 
   Next day…… 
 

Wednesday 16th 
Excursion  Tom Gibson Reserve,   
Epping Forest.  Report: Roy Skabo 

Peter McQuillan kindly agreed to lead this 
excursion on the Wednesday morning aHer his 
Tuesday night presentaAon to our Group. His talk 
had filled us with expectaAon for the excursion 
and we were not to be disappointed. 

On his way to Launceston Peter had visited the Reserve and set an insect trap, mainly aimed at moths. The trap had an 
inbuilt UV light which switched on automaAcally at dark and off at dawn. When we arrived on Wednesday morning Peter 
had about 100 species of moths and other insects to show us.  

Having examined and discussed his varied collecAon of aIracAve insects, we climbed the fence to see what else we 
could find.  

Our first stop was at an Allocasuarina li\oralis tree. Peter placed a white plasAc tray under a branch and then hit the 
branch with a sAck to dislodge anything living thereon. The “catch” was not huge but it was interesAng. Casuarinaceae 
species aIract an invertebrate fauna which is very different to those found on other plant groups. The main aIracAon of 
Allocasuarina species to insects are the seeds which are rich in nutrients and energy. 

As we moved (very slowly) through the bush we looked at a column of small black ants scurrying along a fallen branch 
and Peter came out with one of the many gems of informaAon we were treated to that morning: the speed of ants 

M.K.

M.K.



varies in a more or less linear relaAonship with temperature; i.e. the warmer it is the faster the ants scurry! We also 
learned that there are just over a hundred species of ants in Tasmania, some of which are diurnal and others nocturnal. 

These small black ants are the favourite food of echidnas, which can detect their scent (of formic acid) from long 
distances. Peter pointed out some damage to the bark at the base of a eucalyptus tree probably caused by an echidna in 
search of its ant prey. 

Then a dung beetle, which specialises in wombat dung, was found. This beetle digs a hole under a wombat scat, drags 
bits of the dung down into the hole and then lays an egg on this rich food store which 
will sustain its offspring in the first stage of their life. 

A buIerfly was spoIed and caught in the buIerfly net wielded by Peter. It was a 
female common brown. This capture prompted more fascinaAng informaAon about 
the life cycle and behaviour of this and other buIerfly species. 

 

Leaf liIer was not neglected. It is, surprisingly, 
an important source of food for insects and 
provides places for eggs to hatch and larvae to 
mature. 

A fallen eucalyptus branch subjected to the 
bash and catch treatment yielded weevils and 
spiders. 

As noon approached we drove to the eastern 
end of the reserve where we had lunch.  

A post prandial stroll to look at some Banksia marginata flowers did 
not yield the hoped-for sighAngs of naAve bees, probably because of 
the rather overcast weather and that many banksia flowers were not 
quite mature enough to produce nectar. However, beetles, weevils 
and ants were visiAng some banksia flowers.  

This lack of success had its upside; Peter offered to come back in springAme on a warm sunny day when bees would be 
in abundance. We will certainly take him up on his generous offer! 

It was a most enjoyable morning during which we learned not just the names of 
some insects, but the relaAonships between them and other animals and plants. 

M.K.

M.K.

M.K.

L.S.

M.K. M.K.



 

         Bu6erflies, Beetles, Ants, Plants  
         and Enthusias'c NG Members! 

Marissa King’s response to the day: 
It was a marvellous morning. Peter is an 
inspiring entomologist and very willing to share 
his knowledge in a way that we can all 
understand. His lecture was excellent and visiAng 
the Reserve with him opened our minds even 
more to the variety of ways our flora is 
pollinated. He has offered to return in spring 
when we hope to be even more enlightened! 

Peter had set a "trap" overnight and captured a 
huge number of flying creatures. He explained his 
basic but very effecAve equipment and showed 
and discussed some of the interesAng and 
aIracAve creatures he had caught. Then we went 
wandering around the bush in search of other 

specimens. All fascinaAng. Stenanthemum pimeleoides (above)

Spyridium vexilliferum

M.K.

L.S.

L.S.

L.S.

L.S.

Peter McQuillan



A memorable day! Thank you Peter. 

Tuesday 22nd, March: Suzanne Talbot encouraged members to join the 
working bee troupe, reminding all that there is a range of tasks to 

accommodate protesAng backs or knees plus there is a welcome 
cuppa and homemade treat as a well earned reward to be 

shared aHerwards.  

This working bee focused on Adying up ready for the 
Autumn planAng session on Tuesday April 26th. Many hands are 

needed to plant 80 new plants. StarAng Ame is 9.30 - 11.30. Just turn  
  up on the day with gloves spade or trowel and enjoy working with a small  
  convivial group. 

Saturday, March 26th the Northern Group hosted the APST AGM and business mee'ng at the Windsor Community 
Precinct. NG members provided a delicious morning tea and lunch which was appreciated, especially by those who had 
travelled from the North West and South of the state. Some aIendees also managed to wander and admire the Windsor 
Precinct Garden.  

April 6th  >>>   an exci'ng stop press moment from James at the Seed Bank. The Viola hederacea collecAon has now 
been cleaned, cut, tested and counted. 

The final count… not 20,000… but 90,900 seeds.  

James congratulated and thanked all those involved in the growing and collecAng – it is great result and really underlines 
how much beIer seed orcharding is for Viola collecAons. 

L.S.



Break down of the fruit types…. 
   

As a follow-up, Lorraine Perrins who is curator for the ConservaAon and SubantarcAc CollecAons at the RTBG has contacted 
Janet about organising a meeAng with those who parAcipated in the trial to discuss how the seed orchard trial went and 
provide any feedback. Later in the year members who collected the seed are invited to visit the TSCC and RTBG Nursery for a 
tour, probably in late winter or early spring. 

It has been a long year for those involved, lots of work, superb organisaAon, diligence and commitment so no surprise 
that it has been such a success - another small step towards helping rather than hindering the environment that we 
share. 

The Northern Group has received informaAon about a ciAzen science project. Flora ConnecAons is aiming to connect 
with like-minded groups. More details can be found on their website. 

Australia has a wealth of unique plant species, with many plants found nowhere else in the world. To protect these plants 
we need to know what is happening on the ground, and how plants across Australia are faring against threats such as 

habitat loss, disease, fires and floods. Ci<zen scien<sts, bushwalkers and botany groups have on-ground 
knowledge of what’s happening to plants in their area. A new ci<zen science project, Flora Connec<ons 
wants to connect this community plant knowledge to conserva<on decision making. Flora Connec<ons 
provides guides and a data sheet to collect informa<on on plant species- where the plant is growing, how 
many plants there are and what the threats to the plant might be. Data can then be uploaded via the 
website to the Atlas of Living Australia, where it will be used by the scien<fic commi\ees and land 
managers trying to protect plants across Australia. 

  Visit floraconnec<ons.com to learn more, and print out a data sheet and get involved! 

Dates to remember 

Tuesday, 26th April AUTUMN PLANTING DAY  

Saturday, 30th April Autumn PLANT SALE 

Tuesday 17th May Speaker is Herbert Staubman: Roadside vegetaAon - Using herbicides to cut the grass. 

             

Marbled Fruits White Fruits
Uncleaned Full Empty Full Empty
Black Seed 49 1 50 0
White Seed 0 10 0 15

Cleaned Seed 49 1 50 0
85,114 5,827

Total Seed 90,941

http://floraconnections.com/


Correa reflexa  
           flared bell  

Plants That Please 

                                 

Hakea  
        Burrendong beauty                                                                 
                        

KPalleI: Editor


