
**The newsletters are becoming too large so August and September activities now appear separately. 

S pring flowers are always a delight but with 
this year’s rain they are prolific providing 
splashes of vivid colour. Acacia genistifolia (right), 
Hibbertia riparia (below) at the Tasmanian Native 
Garden are striking examples. 

Wallaby pruned Kunzea baxteri 
surprised this year - the eye-catching 
red flowers are also good in a vase.  
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POM Scaevola aemula      Rosemary Whish-Wilson 

Rosemary first spotted this attractive plant when visiting friends in the Prosser River area. Her interest 
was captured by the colourful purple, yellow-throated flowers.  

Scaevola aemula, a member of the Goodeniaceae 
family, is described as a decumbent to erect 
perennial herb to 60cm high.  

Its common name is fairy fanflower. 

The flowers are sessile with a corolla 15 - 20mm 
long and it has a tube split to the base that 
expands onto an open fan of five winged lobes. 
The leaves are arranged alternately along the 
hairy stems.  

             It flowers between May and November. 

 
  

S. aemula enjoys dry 
woodland, rocky areas, 
dolerite soils and sun. 
It is found in about 30 
hectares between the 
Prosser River (Orford) 
and the Apsley River in 
the north. 

Fires play a major role 
in stimulating new 
plants and this was 
evident after the 
wildfire near Bicheno in 
2013 when tens of 
thousands of plants 
were recorded. 

    

September Meeting



Rosemary accepted the challenge 
to take home cuttings to 
propagate and now several 
members have in their gardens 
this vigorous, quick growing plant.   

The plant is listed as endangered 
on the threatened species lists so 
it is pleasing that several plants 
were sold and are now spreading 
in gardens. 

Rosemary recommended that we 
read more information from the 
Threatened Species Flora Listing. 

Thank you Rosemary for 
highlighting this lesser known 
scaevola species.  

 ****** 

Speakers:  

Paul Richardson and Amanda Walker:  Maatsuyker Island Caretakers March - September 2015 

In March 2015 Amanda and Paul began a six month stint as caretakers on Maatsuyker Island just 10 
kilometres off the south coast of Tasmania - not so far but possibly a location more isolated than 
Antarctica because there are just two people dependent on helicopter access to this very windy island. 
There is no where to tie up a 
boat should problems occur.  

Maatsuyker Island is well 
known to us because it has 
the weather station, 
however, for many our 
knowledge stops there so it 
was most interesting to learn 
much more about this 
rugged, windy place that 
averages 26 knots of wind 
every hour of every day - 
‘That is how much wind goes 
past the island,’ said Paul.  

Approaching Maatsuyker Island with 
Walker Island in the foreground



Besides the well known lighthouse and the 
automatic beacon which replaced it in 
1997 there are three houses, some 
outbuildings, a Bureau of Meteorology 
office and a Telstra repeater station.  

Paul and Amanda were responsible for the 
maintenance of buildings, grounds, 
equipment etc. It was also their job to 
carry out weather observations for the 
Bureau of Meteorology. 

The daily rainfall has been recorded on 
the island since 1891.  

Together with the weather observations they had to mow the grass - a constant task as was the clearing of 
the drains beside the tracks so that erosion, caused by a rainfall which averages 1200mm a year, was 
minimised. 

No frosts and poly-tunnels allowed them 
to live well off the garden with as Paul 
said, ‘Tomatoes until June.’ 

^ There are 
advantages to having a 
workplace with 
sweeping, majestic 
views to the Tassie 
mainland… 
    

< or waking to this  
pinky dawn. 

 

The Needles bathed in early morning light.



Then there were the truer winter days but still with their own magnificence. 

Site of a weather station - but much more than that - Maatsuyker Island is part of the Southwest National 
Park and Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage area.  

Access is limited and strictly 
controlled by Parks and Wildlife who 
conduct two major working bees on the 
island each year - one is for 
maintenance and another for weed 
control.  

Usually there is a shearwater survey. 
400,000 pairs of shearwaters are 
estimated to breed on the island. This 
photo of their burrows shows why it is 
too difficult to venture into the many 
parts of the island without damaging 
habitat.  

Birds are prolific. Amanda described the bush as ‘full of birds and birdsong even in bad weather because 
they are protected in the forest canopy’. This a small sample of the listed land birds: house sparrows, olive 
whistlers, pink robins, white-faced herons, green rosellas, spine bills, swamp harriers. Sea birds included a 
pair of white-bellied sea eagles, common diving petrels, fairy prions and the endangered soft plumaged 
petrel discovered in 2004. They appreciated the inquisitive, ever watchful currawongs – ‘their supervisors,’ 
according to Paul.  



The island is free of pests and there are no snakes. The little Tasmanian marsupial mouse (swamp 
antechinus) is the only marsupial animal. The island is a good location for NZ fur seals and Elephant seals.  
In fact the Tasmanian aborigines were drawn to the island to hunt seals - island hopping in their small craft. 

The highest point on the island is 284m and it is 1.5k wide x 3.5k long (186 hectares). The vegetation, though 
wind/salt swept is rich and diverse.  

Trees struggle but do 
manage to gain enough 
height to form these 
impressive arches. 
However, areas hit 
directly by the 
unrelenting ‘Roaring 
Forties’ remain stunted. 

Weed eradication 
continues with 
blackberry, Montbretia 
and Hebe elliptica the 
three weeds still present. 
There are restrictions on 
which plants can be 
brought to the island e.g. 
potatoes are not 
permitted. 

The plants Amanda and Paul saw daily would be the envy of members:  

Letospermum scoparium, 
Melaleuca squarrosa,  
Banksia marginata,  
Dianella tasmanica 
the Anopterus glandilosis 
(native laurel),  
Olearias such as O. 
phlogopappa, O. vicosa,  
O. persoonioides were 
present.  

There were westringias, 
correas,  
Blandfordia punicea 
(Christmas bells),  
Solanum vescum (kangaroo 
apple),  
dogwoods, saltbush, orchids,  
trigger plants… 
 

          And many more! 

 

Acacia verticillata

Tallow-wood Pi#osporum bicolour Smithton peppermint Eucalyptus nitida



 

 

 

Native pepper Tasmannia 
(Drimys) lanceolata 

Track to the summit

 Pepperberries enjoy the island  
 conditions: ’they grow as if on steroids,  
 are like trees - unbelievable,’ was Paul’s  
description.        

Smithton peppermint, Eucalyptus nitida

Tallow-wood Pi#osporum bicolour



Eucalyptus nitida is found in a stand near the summit. It is the only eucalypt on the island, grows to about 10 
metres and has a sprawling multitrunk form. 

A few final snippets 

The strict PWS regulations allow only basic tools on the island so no chainsaws, just handsaws to remove 
trees that have blown over tracks. There are no sprays.  

Photos can be taken only on ‘mild’ days as the camera could not be held in strong winds.   

Everything taken onto the island during the six month care-taking period has to be taken off at the end. 

The roofs of the houses are asbestos sheeting not iron, which means the houses have lasted over the years. 
They are now wrapped in stainless steel. 

The lighthouse bricks were made in Cygnet. 

Both Amanda and Paul were in the BOM office about to take the 9 o’clock weather observation when the box 
exploded in a significant lightning strike. It destroyed all the electrics and their usual communication was 
out - despite being set up on a separate battery. Everything was blown e.g. in the lighthouse the wires were 
shredded and stripped from the walls. Fortunately they had hand held VHS units which were kept powered 
and because these were not stored in the cradles they were unaffected.  

       **** 
It was an informative presentation and we appreciated the opportunity to see and learn more about this 
island from two people who were clearly inspired by their time spent in this ecologically rich environment. 
      ***************** 

 

Tasmanian Native Garden Planting Day September 21st. 

The garden (below) looks good: the pink Olearea phlogopappa is beginning to flower with Grevillea australis, 
a creamy mass in the background.   

The work for the day was planned with 
prepared beds; plant positions decided; 
the compost; mulch; guards and stakes on 
hand - all worked smoothly.  

Within two hours we gathered around the 
table for drinks, Peter’s delicious home 
made muffins plus Daphne’s tasty cottage 
cheese. Did I mention that it was raining?  

However, there is always satisfaction in a 
job being complete. 

Daphne, Peter, Suzanne and the regular 
working bee workers are to be 
congratulated. 



 

Glorious display - 
Hakea decurrens was 
a standout even on a 
grey day. 

Approximately 15 people braved the not so pleasant 
weather to plant 100 new plants. 

Hakea decurrens



 

Excursion to Waterhouse  
Conservation Area, September 17 

On September 18 members met at Bridport and Waterhouse Road junction 
to travel in convoy to the Waterhouse Conservation area. The flowers, as Roy 
said, were not out in the numbers hoped for but there were plenty to give a 
nice botanical experience with the archaeology, palynology and scenery 
making the day very pleasant and interesting. He was right!   
                
Pru Wright wrote:  
Thursday started out a bit "iffy" weatherwise, but turned into a perfect day during which Ian enthralled us 
with his ‘geo-history’ knowledge of the area. Despite it being a bit early for many wildflowers, it was still a 
very interesting day, made more so when we found new plants such as Acacia verticillata subsp ovoidea (later 
identified by Roy) - it was a very sprawly "Prickly Moses" that just didn't seem "right".  

From Croppies Point there was another interesting plant that Roy later identified as Pomaderris paniculosa 
subsp. paralia - what a mouthful! There was also a small plant growing in the sand that looked similar to 
Sarcornia, but not robust enough. This turned out to be Lilaeopsis polyantha. 

As Pru concluded it was a great day out thanks to the knowledge of Ian and Roy. 

Member Ian Thomas, left, demonstrated the 
soil-coring techniques which provide evidence 
of changes to the flora wrought by variations 
in climate and sea levels over the millennia - 
through 15,000 years of botanical and 
aboriginal  history. 

Threatened 
Hibbertia virgata  
	 (Tas. Dicot pic.) 

Glossodia major



Excursion photos: L Skabo 

A summation by Louise Skabo: 
Members had a really enjoyable day at Waterhouse Conservation Area. The weather was fine and sunny 
after a cool start and we were joined by NE Parks Ranger, Nick Dahl, who, like us, enjoyed learning about 
the plants and the archaeological history of the area from Roy and Ian. Usually, due to DPIPWE cutbacks 
over many years, officers only have time to oversee care of the habitat by managing damage from people, 
cars and fire along with some weed control, so Nick was keen to find out about the rare and beautiful flora 
of the area. 

We first went to Croppies Beach where we found Clematis 
microphylla (above), lots of Leucopogon parviflorus, 
Senecio pinnatifolius (left) and the Pomaderris paniculosa 
subsp. paralia, the latter discussed in Roy’s notes below.  

Aotus ericoides

Croppies Point 

Senecio pinnatifolius

P Wright

Clematis microphylla



After lunch at Ramsar listed Little Waterhouse Lake, we explored 
the ancient sand dunes for the smaller Xanthorrhaea arenaria and 
found lots of the threatened Hibbertia virgata as well as 
Leucopogon collinus, Pimelea linifolia with its nodding, terminal 
flower heads. 

At our last coastal stop  we found scores of wax-lipped orchids, 
Glossodia major, Aotus ericoides and Hibbertia sp. in flower. 

 It was here also that Ian explained the archaeological relics at 
our feet – remains of aboriginal chipping and shaping of stones and 
the fascinating geological changes in the coastal environment over millennia seen in the soils and plants.  
 

To end: a glimpse into Roy’s detective work and the ‘pleasure there is in learning’ - his words! 

At Croppies Beach we were looking at the thin, jointed green threads which I hypothesized were 
juvenile Sarcocornia. Absolutely wrong! Lilaeopsis polyantha! I know it from our saltmarsh wetland surveys 
but did not think of it in beach sand. Quite obvious really. 

Also at Croppies, the Pomaderris is I believe, after much reading this morning and looking at my herbarium, 
Pomaderris paniculosa subsp. paralia (which confusingly used to be called P. oraria). 
P. oraria subsp. oraria (the only one in Tas) has a hairy upper surface.  What is known as the "P. oraria 
complex" was split up  some time ago and what we found yesterday would have been simply P. oraria until the 
split. Oh boy, how interesting! 

 For more details on this excursion see Ian Thomas’ report in the next Eucryphia. 

Upcoming excursions 

Friday 16th October: excursion to Nigel Keefe's place on Curries Dam near George Town. 
Wednesday 21st October: Mark Wapstra will lead us on a plant hunt at North Scottsdale Regional Reserve. 
Friday 30th October: excursion to the Powranna Nature Reserve,  a beautiful remnant bushland in the 
northern Midlands, about 30 km south of Launceston. 
       

Little Waterhouse Lake



A reminder to members that 2021 calendars are ready to order. Here are the details on how to purchase 
one or more in case you missed the original email.  

2021 APSTI Calendars 

Our popular calendar depicting native Tasmanian 
flora and scenes is again being printed/published for you 
to purchase for yourself, relatives and friends. 
Attached is a photo of last year's calendar - it is an A4 
landscape design, spiral bound with wonderful photos by 
APST Hobart Group and Amanda Walker. Each month 
has large boxes for each day on which to write your 
memos, plans and commitments. 

This year, to streamline the sales for Northern Group, 
we are asking you to pay for your calendar(s) when 
you place your order and we will ensure you receive 
your calendars at the latest by early December.  
The calendar's discounted cost for members is $15. 
(Note: the calendars are also being sold wholesale to 
other outlets like QVMAG who will be marketing them at 
retail price). 
  

 The steps to follow are : 

 1. "Reply All" to this email or email rlskabo@gmail.com or ring 0467 199 602 writing the number of 
calendars you would like. 
2. Pay by internet to APST Northern Group: BSB: 037608 ACC: 72 7784 and please include your 
name+Cal. For those few who only use cash or cheque, please pay Rosemary Verbeeten or Louise Skabo at 
our meeting on 20 October, at Tas Native Garden working bee on 22 October, at NG nursery propagation on 
7 November or contact Rosemary or Louise. 
3. Rosemary and Louise will keep records of your orders/payment and these will be sent to Hobart on 
Saturday, 7th November. Orders close on this day. 
  
4. Delivery: Your calendar(s) will be available at the Members' Get-together at Maydena from 27-29 
November 2020. Rosemary and Louise will distribute them to NG members at the gathering who have 
ordered/paid for calendars and bring the other calendars back to Launceston. These can be collected either 
at our Christmas Dinner on Friday 4th Dec or at propagation day 5th December or from Louise or Rosemary. 
If you require earlier delivery for overseas friends, please contact Louise on the above email or mobile.  

    Glimpses into  

     members’ gardens  

  Bauera rubioides - KP

Glimpses into members’ gardens
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Acacia pravissima - M.Killen  
    

 

Chorizema cordatum looking good in the foreground - J.Hallam  



     Hypocalymma robustum impressive in a pot   >            
     P.Dowde 

Thank you to those who sent photos. I do 
appreciate the opportunity to include them when 
I have space. They are always welcome - KP 

Sad news  

Vale Alan Gray 1943 -2020 

Alan was still working as Honorary Botanist at the Tasmanian 
Herbarium where his skills in the taxonomy of Tasmanian native 
vascular plants was valued. He was employed as a Flora Writer for 
Flora of Tasmania Online which is still being completed.   

APST Inc. conferred an Honorary Life Membership on Alan just last 
December for his life-long commitment to Tasmania’s flora. 

Alan’s interests included plant taxonomy, ecology and the 
propagation and cultivation of Australian native plants. Alan was 
pre-eminent in his taxonomic and field knowledge of Tasmanian 
eucalypts and had a wide experience of the genus on the main-land, 
especially eastern and southern parts.  

As well as reports on vegetation surveys and management for 
Tasmanian localities, Alan Gray wrote a number of papers, especially 
since 1971. Alan named and described two newly recognised 
Tasmanian Eucalyptus taxa: Eucalyptus brookeriana AM Gray (1979) 
and Eucalyptus nebulosa AM Gray (2008). 

Alan was Northern Group’s guest speaker in November 2017 and 
gave us a wonderful insight into Tasmania’s eucalyptus species. The 
following day he led an excursion to LFNC ‘s property at Skemps, 
showing us the distinguishing characteristics of seven different 
eucalypts.  

The article about Alan is on our website, Newsletter, December ’17 


