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Official Opening of APST Northern Group Nursery —
Windsor Community Precinct, Riverside
29 March 2017
The Australian Plants Society Tasmania Inc. Northern Group Nursery at Windsor Community Precinct
was officially opened by Councillor Christina Holmdahl, Mayor of West Tamar Council, on Wednesday
29 March 2017. This celebration acknowledged all those who contributed towards the fulfilment of this
project— the West Tamar Council, NRM North and members of the APST Northern Group.
Although a windy afternoon with occasional heavy downpours, the old stables
comfortably held the 40 guests who gathered to hear Lynne Mockridge,
President APST Northern Group, welcome the Mayor as well as the Deputy
Mayor Cr. Joy Allen, other Councillors, the WTC General Manager, Mr Rolph
Voss and other staff, Ms Alison Hugo of NRM North and members of the WTC
Community Garden. The weather cleared for Cr Holmdahl to cut the ribbons
and say she was thrilled to have APST as part of the Community Park Precinct.
The Mayor praised staff and her Council colleagues for a fantastic job in
organising the APST inclusion at the site.
APST Northern Group President explained that Australian Plants Society
Tasmania Inc. is part of an Australia-wide organisation made up of people
interested in the propagation, cultivation and conservation of plants native to
Australia. Forty years ago there were few Australian plants in nurseries and
practically no Tasmanian natives in cultivation. APS members propagated from
seeds or cuttings for their own gardens and taught their skills to other members.
Eventually members were producing enough plants to also sell and that is how
the idea of having a dedicated nursery was born.

Our first official nursery was situated on the banks of the Tamar
Estuary in the beautiful native garden of the home of Rosemary and
Alf Verbeeten at Lanena. The Group also held their bi-annual plant
sales here and Rosemary and Alf kept improving the facilities and
hosting our monthly propagation days for nearly14 years.

The Nursery was then moved to Sharon and Mike
Percy’s property, ‘Grassy Banks” at Bridgenorth for
another seven happy and productive years. Here, the
late John Simmons planned and with other members
constructed a demountable shade-house and
excellent galvanised work benches. Plant sales were
now held at Max Fry Hall in Gorge Road, Trevallyn.
We loved Mike’s warming brazier and Sharon’s hot ‘cuppas’.
The Society presented gifts
and thanked the Verbeetens
and Percys for their great
contributions to our Group.

When another move became necessary a few members investigated sites including the WTC Windsor
Community Precinct. An Expression of Interest was lodged and APST was delighted to receive an encouraging
response. After numerous meetings with staff from both Community Services and from Parks, an agreement was
reached which involved enormous help from WTC in preparing the site in the Community Gardens. The move to a
public property entailed extra costs and this was where NRN North gave generous support with a grant of $5000.
This enabled the Society to pay a builder to re-erect the John Simmons Shade-House, acquire fabricated metal
stands for the plants and extend and improve our watering system. APST believe this new location will help to
further promote the growing of native plants and interaction with our local community. Native plant sales will
continue to be at Max Fry Hall .
APST Northern Group President thanked all those who assisted in the nursery move: Cr Holmdahl for everything
the Council had done for us; Mr Vos and his excellent staff who encouraged us with a great spirit of goodwill
mentioning especially Jamie Smith, Parks Supervisor, always helpful with a solution to any problems, Michelle
Gibbens, Manager of Community Services and her staff – Tracey Kelly and in particular, the ever approachable
Kaitlyn Roach; NRM North and Alison Hugo for her encouragement and guidance; and finally, all those APST
members who contributed and worked for extended periods on this project.
Guests inspected the new nursery, socialised and enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea.

Above L-R: Sharon Percy, NRM North’s Alison Hugo, Prue Wright, APST Nth President, Lynne Mockridge, WTC
Manager, Rolph Voss, Cr. Richard Ireland and Parks Supervisor., Jamie Smith. Below L-R: Roy Skabo, WTC Deputy
Mayor Joy Allen, WTC’s Kaitlyn Roach, Tracey Kelley and Michelle Gibbens, Janet Hallam and Margaret Hosford.

Opening Day at APST nursery, Windsor Community Precinct—March 2017

Above L-R: Roy Pallett, Rosemary Verbeeten, Peter Longman, Kay Pallett, Zeffyn Wade, WTC Mayor, Cr. Christina
Hohmdahl, and Grayson Wade in the shade-house.

Above L-R: Jill Clark and Colin Hallam

Julie Nermut and Daphne Longman

Above L-R: Ivor Conkie, Peter Dowde, Marion Simmons, Louise Skabo, Trevor Yaxley and Elaine.

