
AUSTRALIAN PLANT SOCIETY – NORTHERN GROUP 

NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2011 

 
Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max Fry 
Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when the Northern Group library is available to members. 
  A Committee (business) meeting will be held separately from normal meetings at least every 
three months as and when required. Notice will be sent by e-mail.   
 
Propagation Sessions are held on first Saturday of each month at Sharon Percy’s place at ‘Grassy 
Banks’, South Bridgenorth Road. Time is from 1 pm to 3 pm. Remember that Gardeners Friend 
Potting Mix is available at the nursery for $6 a 25 litre bag, Osmocote native plant fertiliser for $4 
for 500 g. and plant name tags 50 for $5. Contact  Sharon on 6396 6107. 
 
 Welcome to new members: We look forward to seeing you at our meetings and other events. 
 
Activities since February 2011 newsletter: 

 

Annual General and General Meetings were held on 15 February 2011. An election was held as 
part of the first meeting.  The President and Secretary/Treasurer were re-elected, with a new vice-
president, Janet Hallam.  The remaining positions were filled with a number of changes. 
Our programme for the year will continue using the format we have adopted of having meetings 
with interesting speakers interspersed with club evenings arranged by Prue Wright and Janet 
Hallam. 
 
The President gave his annual report that mentioned the interesting speakers we had heard, an 
outline of the year’s activities including the establishment of the Group Nursery at Sharon and 
Mike Percy’s property at ‘Grassy Banks’, the results of the April plant sale and acknowledgement 
of the work being undertaken by Lynne Mockridge to further the development of the Heritage 
Forest Garden in association with Launceston City Council.  Sharon also gave a report on the 
activities and results of propagation sessions at the nursery throughout the year, as well as the 
progress being made improving the work area and watering system. 
 
The other report was from Lynne Mockridge dealing with the Heritage Forest Garden and its 
future. In particular the 12 week ‘Active Garden’ activity that is part of the ‘Active Launceston’ 
programme. This programme provides opportunities for people of varying fitness levels and all 
ages to take part in appropriate and regular physical activity outdoors whilst contributing to the 
environment through gardening. It is a totally free programme with no registration required. Just 
an invitation to turn up!  Lynne has asked that APS members support and join her whenever 

they can at the 12 week sessions starting on Tuesday mornings 10 am-12 noon from 8 March 

until 24 May 2011.  There is still time to join Lynne and support this project. 

 
Plant of the month segment was given by Louise Skabo and titled ‘Beauty of the Last Paradise’ 
referring to Dietes robinsonia Lord Howe Island wedding lily. The island described in this way is 
an isolated volcanic island having developed over its 6.9 million year’s existence 105 endemic 
species of 243 species occurring on the island.  
 
In its natural habitat the lily grows on cliff faces in often exposed situations, on forest margins, 
tops of both Mounts Gower and Lidgbird and behind ocean  beaches.  It is a member of the 
Iridaceae family with large white iris-like flowers with brilliant yellow markings. It grows up to 
1.5m tall, leaves are sword shaped or linear 4-7 cm wide and it is considered a larger plant than 
most commonly grown irises. It is said to flower from September to December but in the Skabo 
garden it flowered a couple of weeks before Christmas and continued flowering, a few flowers at a 
time, until well into February. 



 
Louise showed a number of slides of a plant growing vigorously in their garden at Trevallyn. She 
commented that it also grew in Rosemary Verbeeten’s garden at Lanena.  Most flowers last only 
one day but occasionally several lasted a couple of days – maybe due to the cooler climate. Louise 
counted over 40 seed pods on the plant, each with flat triangular seeds around 10 mm long in a 
rounded capsule 3-4 cm long.  An interesting and unusual plant. 
 
15 March General Meeting – Plant of the Month was given by the President, Ken Saunders, his 
subject Callitris rhomboidea (oyster bay or port jackson pine) which belongs to the family 
Cupressaceae and is one of two Callitris occurring in Tasmania. The other is the endemic C. 

oblonga (south esk pine). 
 
Oyster bay pine is a tall shrub or small tree 3-6 m tall with green or glaucous stem clasping 
foliage.  Seed cones are clustered on short branches, +- rounded in shape with whorls of thick 
woody diamond shaped scales as opposed to oyster bay pine with oblong cones and +- elliptical 
scales. In Tasmania C. rhomboidea occurs mainly on the east coast and the Furneaux Islands. 
Once established is both drought tolerant and frost hardy but does not like poorly drained soil. 
 
Ken demonstrated through photos the rate of growth of a number of Callitris he has planted at his 
property, pointing out the denser growth of those planted more closely together on a fence line. He 
also mentioned that the resin was once used by aborigines when attaching tips to their spears. The 
pines are a well-known subject for bonsai. 
 
Speakers for the evening were Fred Duncan a former botanist with the Tasmanian Forest 
Practices Authority now retired, accompanied by Mercedes Villarreal who works with the 
University and the Museum of La Plata near Buenos Aires.   
Fred’s subject was ‘Southern Connections: The Flora of Tasmania and Patagonia’.  His talk 
discussed the relationships between the flora and environments of Tasmania and Patagonia – the 
cool and diverse lands of southern Chile and Argentina. 
 
He showed us shots of many habitats in South America, in particular beautiful Nothofagus (beech) 
forests, the awe-inspiring Andes Mountains, the sweeping steppes and grasslands and remote 
coastline of Tierra del Fuego.  He showed us photographs of related species, so we could compare 
their similarity with many from Tasmania in particular.  These included species of Eucryphia 
(leatherwood, Teleopea (waratah), Hibbertia (guinea flower), Callitris (pines), Lomatia (guitar 
plants), ferns and a plant related to Tasmannia (mountain pepper) among others. We were shown a 
photo of the understorey of one of the many Nothofagus forests where a plant commonly grown in 
Australian gardens (Alstromeria) covered the ground in a glow of golden colour.  As well he told 
us that that part of South America was the home of familiar garden plants like fuchsia and pampas 
grass.  There were many similarities between the plants of the two countries and Fred’s talk 
certainly made it easy to appreciate the origins of some of our familiar plants.  
 
Mercedes, whose main fields of study are the flowers and seeds of tree species of Argentinia 
especially Nothofagus, explained the differences between a number of species and showed us their 
distribution on the map of South America.  
 

Plant Propagation -  February and 5 March Plant sessions were held with good attendances.   
Sharon’s report – ‘Hello from the Nursery.  Thank you to the many members who continue to 
support our propagating workshops. Because of this support, we have now filled the shadehouse, 
and continue to add more shelves outside for plants to harden off. 
We had an extra working bee to sort plants for the Hadspen Market that Ken was going to attend, 
and did some shade house “housework” at the same time.  As it turned out, due to flood damage of 
the grounds where the market was to be held, this market was cancelled. 



We now have 13 trays of cutting material and 56 trays of plants, 13 trays of these are outside. The 
shadehouse fits about 15 trays per shelf x 4 so 60 trays in total. The watering has been reduced to 
once a day now that the weather is cooling off. 
Some species are even flowering, Correa “Marions Marvel”, Correa “Dusky Bells”, Chorizema 

ilicifolia, Crowea exalata and the magnificent Scaevola nitida’. 
 
Something different for our next propagating day! 

The propagating group has been invited to visit Jane Baldry and John Duggin’s property at 1876 
West Tamar Highway, Rosevears on 7 May before we go to ‘Grassy Banks’.  We will meet there 
at 11 am and have a wander around their lovely spot, take some cutting material and bring it back 
to ‘Grassy Banks’ to prepare and pot up. BYO your own lunch to have at Sharon’s when we get 
back there.    

 

Report from Heritage Forest Native Garden  

 ‘The Active Garden Project has commenced with attendance of APS members the main 
contributors.  This is a bit disappointing as I expected members of the public to be interested.  
Those of us who have attended have been busy with seed collection, pruning and weeding so far 
and the area is looking much better with all this TLC.   
  
There has been a Green Corps Team busy in the garden resurfacing the paths, building a table and 
seats and a composting bay.  No more piles of weeds outside the gate!  The Council has also 
prepared a raised garden bed in what was a grassed area and have prepared another area for a 
bog garden.  Thanks to Rosemary Verbeeten we spent time last week choosing plants for these 
new areas and to replace those which have not survived. 
  
There is to be an official opening at the beginning of May, hopefully with some media coverage.  
The Active Garden has been promoted on radio and in the newspaper which has resulted in two 
small articles being published but I think targeting local residents and users of Heritage Forest 
would have been more effective. Unfortunately I had no input into how publicity was handled. The 
Active Garden Project has certainly raised the Garden's profile within the LCC. 
  
Even though we have not gained any new volunteers so far I still class the exercise as a success 
because of the improved appearance of the area and I would like to take this opportunity to say a 
hearty thank you to those members who have been coming to assist me.’          Lynne Mockridge 
 
Programme: 

19 April: Speaker will be Eleanor Cave, her subject ‘Early Botanists in Tasmania’. 
                 Plant of the Month will be given by Julie Nermut 
 
17 May:   General Meeting – Speaker TBA 
         Plant of the Month will be given by Lynne Mockridge   
 
Launceston Field Naturalists Club Meetings 

APS members are welcome to attend LFNC meetings held on the first Tuesday of each month 
except January at Scotch Oakburn College, Penquite Road at 7.30 pm. Contact John at 6344 9303 
 
May 3  Skemp Memorial Lecture - Speaker: Mark Holdsworth   

         Subject: The Orange-bellied Parrot   
June 7  Speakers: K. Richards & C. Spencer- Subject:  Leeches 
 
Next newsletter will be issued in June 2011.     Marion Simmons 
 


