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NEWSLETTER 

Our Editor for many years, Marion Simmons, has retired from this position and on your behalf I thank 

Marion for her dedication, discipline and the knowledge that she put into the consistent production of 

this Newsletter. Many members have found the Newsletter their link with the local group of the 

Society.  As the new Editor I aim to follow Marion’s tradition and welcome contributions from any 

member with information for the Northern Group.  Margaret Killen. 

 

INFORMATION 

Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max Fry Hall, 

Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm. 

Northern Group library is available to members during the meeting. 

A Committee (business) meeting will be held before normal meetings at 6.45 pm when required. 

Notice will be sent by e-mail.  

Propagation Sessions are held on first Saturday of each month at Sharon Percy’s place at ‘Grassy 

Banks’, South Bridgenorth Road. Time is from 1 pm to 3 pm. Potting Mix is available at the nursery, $6 

for a 25litre bag, Osmocote native plant fertiliser for $5 for 500g and plant nametags $5 for 50.  

 

Welcome to new members. We look forward to seeing you at our meetings and other events. 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

February – Annual General Meeting and Monthly meeting. 

At Februarys AGM a new committee was elected:   

 President   Janet Hallam 

 Vice Presidents Ken Saunders and Julie Nermut 

 Secretary  Sharon Percy 

Treasurer  Trevor Yaxley  

Rosters for Plant of the month & supper were circulated and now on the website. 

 

March – General Meeting 

SPEAKER: Dr Rebecca Jones – Eucalypt Project & Research 

Dr Jones is a post doctorial fellow from the School of Plant Sciences at the University of Tasmania. She 

finished her BSc. with Honors at UTAS in 2000 and has worked on various projects including the 

conservation genetics of Australian flora and various other conservation genetics projects with UTAS. 

She also has a keen interest in Eucalypt genomics and has recently returned from a Churchill 

Fellowship in Europe and USA where she visited key international laboratories that are working with 

the recently sequenced Eucalyptus genome. Rebecca’s scholarship covered learning the techniques for 

the analysis of genome sequencing, these skills will help advance Australia’s knowledge of our most 

biologically and economically important genus, Eucalyptus.  

Rebecca spoke of her interest in the distribution and morphology of E. globulus; species divergence 

and hybridization specifically the phase change from juvenile to adult leaves; the importance of this 

species not only for economic reasons, as it is planted world wide, but also as a food for the swift 

parrot.  She also spoke a little on the Churchill Fellowship itself – named in honor of Winston Churchill, 

there have been 3,485 fellowships awarded since his death in 1965 with the average award being 

$25,000. 



APST NG Newsletter April 2012 www.apstasnorth.org 2/4 

 

PLANT FO THE MONTH: Dichondra repens presented by Margaret Killen.  

This is a rather small insignificant prostrate herbaceous plant native to New Zealand and many parts of 

Australia.  It is commonly known as the kidney plant due to the shape of its leaves.  It often occurs in 

forests, woodlands and grasslands and can inhabit suburban lawns and be invasive in garden beds.  It 

has a creeping habit with roots forming nodes – repens Latin for “creeping”.  The leaves are 5 to 25mm 

long. The tiny inconspicuous flowers from mostly in summer but can also appear at any tie of the year.  

The fruit is a hairy two-lobed capsule.  Botanists Johann Reinhold Forster and George Forster originally 

described the species.  Optimum time for sowing is from early spring to late autumn.  Propagation can 

be by seed or division.  Division is an advantage as it retains the genetic type and roots are already 

present. 

The creeping habit makes it a useful ground cover and attractive lawn substitute which will grow 

readily in most climates.  Dichondra grows well in free draining fertile soil and thrives in full sun to 80% 

shade it tolerates some foot traffic. 

 

April – General Meeting 

SPEAKER: Rubicon Sanctuary – Phil Collier. 

Rubicon Sanctuary is a protected area on private land south of Port Sorell.  The Sanctuary is a 

Covenanted property which has a Nature Conservancy Plan, this governs the actions that can be 

carried out on the ground. 

Phil’s talk covered restoration of the land, orchid monitoring and hopes for the future of the Sanctuary. 

The area is about 20ha and contains various vegetation communities including woodlands of 

Eucalyptus amygdalina; open areas and depressions of peat sedge-lands.  The low-lying areas have a 

large number of orchids, some growing in water, frogs (Spotted Frog and Common Brown Froglet) and 

native fauna. Some of the many plant species include; two leek orchids, Caladenia sp. Thelymitra 

mucida (Plum Orchid), Cratiola pubscens (Hairy Brooklime), Senecio squarrosus (Fireweed), Cassinia 

rugata (Wrinkled Dolly bush, flowers in February), Comesperma defoliatum (leafless Milkwort ~100 

specimens). Isolepis stellata (Star Clubsedge, a threatened that likes badly burnt ground) and 

Amphibromus neesii (Swamp Wallaby grass).  

Restoration, or gardening as Phil describes it, is to remove weeds. Although there are about 50 species 

of Orchids the focus has been on the 11 threatened species found there.  Active orchid management 

has been by periodic burning and then monitoring the plants in spring, observing leaf, flower and fruit.  

A total of 983 plants were measured.  Phil and his partner Robyn have made many other interesting 

observations and are very interested in trends year on year.  They are always learning more about how 

to manage the plants and review the management plan with their new knowledge.   

 

PLANT OF THE MONTH – Trevor Yaxley spoke on Eremophila 

Trevor has three growing very well in his garden at Riverside, they do well in the Launceston area.  

Eremophila’s are hardy shrubs known as the Emu Bush or Poverty Bush.  They are the largest genus of 

the Myoporaceae family with 214 species in Australia.  Trevor had some interesting photos of his own 

Eremophila’s and those taken at the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta, South 

Australia where a wide range of the species are grown. 
 

ACTIVITIES 

Two trips were made to Judy & Lloyd Whish-Wilsons garden “Redwood” on the Batman Hwy, one 

being Wednesday 21st March. Secateurs were the order of the day to take cutting material for 

propagation at Grassy Banks.  
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NURSERY NEWS  

Propagation continues to be well supported with 9 members present for March propagating & 11 for 

April. The weather has been perfect for good growth, warm sunny days with daily watering, and the 

odd good shower of rain. 

We have purchased the last of the timber to replace the shelving inside the shade-house, so that will 

be put in place when we move some stock on, after the end of the months sale. 

We have a lovely lot of well-established plants ready for our Autumn Plant Sale coming up on 28th 

April. A lot will be starting to flower, Correas, Crowea, Eremophila, Brachyscome, Lobelia, Scaevola, 

some Prostanthera & Westringea, so some colour at the sale. 

Sharon 

 

HERITAGE FOREST 

Since the beginning of this year the maintenance of the garden has improved enormously due to the 

enthusiastic assistance of our members at monthly working bees so a big thank you to you all.  I am 

especially grateful to those who attended the working bee in March while I was enjoying New 

Zealand.  The garden is now looking really well and almost weed free.  Now all we need to do is fill in 

those empty spaces!  I have scheduled a planting working bee on Tuesday 22 May 10.00 - 12.00. 

  

Just before jetting off on my holiday I attended a Heritage Forest Advisory Committee meeting where 

my suggestion to hold an Open Day at the garden later in the year when most plants are flowering was 

well received and also the question of a celebration to mark the 25th Anniversary of the establishment 

of the Heritage Forest next year was raised.  In my opinion these are both wonderful opportunities for 

the promotion of the Australian Plants Society and its connection with the area and I am hopeful I will 

receive lots of support and assistance from members in these endeavors. 

Lynne 

 

NORTHERN GROUP PROGRAMME and DIARY EVENTS  

 

Month Day Item Details 

May Sat 5 Propagation – Grassy Banks 1pm Nursery at Grassy Banks 

Tues 15 General meeting Club night  

Tues 22 Working bee – Heritage 

Forest 

10am – 12noon Planting 

Jun Sat 2 Propagation 1pm Nursery at Grassy Banks 

 Sat 16 Excursion to Rubicon 

Sanctuary 

 

Sat 16  Excursion with LFN Mt. Arthur – ferns & fungi 

Tues 19 General meeting Speaker: Helen Statham – “The Cooper in a 

Tinnie” 

Tues 26 Working bee – Heritage 

Forest 

Weeding 

 

Jul Sat 7 Propagation  1pm Nursery at Grassy Banks 

Tues 17 General meeting TBA 

Nov 9-11 State get-together – all 

members invited 

Host: NW Group – Wynyard  
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NEW IT EQUIPMENT for MEETINGS - COMPUTER & PROJECTOR 

 

Starting at our May 2012 we will be using our new laptop and projector.  

� Presentations can be on a CD, DVD or USB drive. 

� Photos in JPEG format – you can show them manually or select the Media Centre slide show. 

� Power Point presentation - software is Office 2007. 

� DVD or AVI file. 

If you have any queries or wish to try out your presentation before the meeting please phone Trevor 

Yaxley on 63272684. 

 

ASSOCIATED SOCIETIES 

Launceston Field Naturalists Club (LFN): 

APS members are welcome to attend meetings held on first Tuesday of each month except January at 

Scotch Oakburn College, Penquite Road at 7.30 pm. Contact Noel at 6344 2277 www.lfnc.org.au 

   

NORTHERN GROUP CONTACTS 

 

President Janet jhallam1@bigpond.net.au 03-6327 2655 

Secretary Sharon se.percy@bigpond.com 03 6396 6107 

Nursery/propagation Sharon se.percy@bigpond.com 03 6396 6107 

Heritage Forest project Lynne  03 6344 5611 

Newsletter Margaret  margaret.killen@gmail.com 03 6327 1047 

Postal Address 105 Penrith St. Riverside Tas 7250 

Email apstasnorth@gmail.com 

Website www.apstasnorth.org 

 

Next Newsletter: July 2012   

Margaret Killen 


